
Issue 95 - October 2026

Message from the
Senior Leadership Team

Dear Parents & Carers,

How time flies! We have already reached the end of our first half term of the academic
year, and what a busy and exciting few weeks it has been! It has been wonderful to see
our children settling into their new classes, building friendships and enjoying so many
memorable learning experiences.

There has certainly been plenty happening across the school!Our Nursery children
have been bringing stories to life through outdoor adventures. Year 4 enjoyed a
fantastic journey back in time during their Roman Day workshop, while Year 6 explored
the fascinating world of Ancient Greece during their Greek workshop. The children have created some wonderful
clay pots, which are now proudly displayed in their classrooms and look amazing, to name just a few of the
highlights!

As I write this, I can hear the children laughing with excitement and see their faces full of awe and delight as they
arrive for our Halloween disco. I have to say, some of the parents' costumes are giving the children a run for their
money this year!

I would also like to thank all our parents and carers for your continued support throughout this half term. Working
together makes such a positive difference to our children's school experience, and we look forward to welcoming
you to many more events and activities as the year progresses. Please check ClassDojo regularly for updates and
news. And, of course, look out for one of our most anticipated events of the year, Ladies' Night! Tickets will go on sale
after half term, so keep an eye out for further details!

As many of you know, I am passionate about reading and want every child to leave Willow as a confident,
enthusiastic reader who discovers the joy of getting lost in a good book. What better way to spend some of those
autumn evenings than curling up together with a lovely story? Over half term, please continue to encourage your
child to read for at least 20 minutes each day. You could also visit Slough Library, which will be celebrating Green
Libraries Week this October half term with free family activities and storytelling events. It is a lovely opportunity to
enjoy reading together and discover something new!

If you have not already done so, please do follow @WillowPrimarySchool and @MarishAcademyTrust on Instagram to
see photographs, celebrations, achievements and some of the fantastic activities taking place across our schools. It
is a lovely way to keep up with everything happening at Willow and celebrate the wonderful things our children are
doing.

I feel tremendously proud of our children and staff. Their enthusiasm, curiosity and dedication shine through in
everything they do, and it has been a real pleasure to see so many examples of learning, creativity and joy this half
term.

I hope you all have a lovely, safe and restful half-term break. Enjoy spending time together, making memories and, of
course, finding a little time for a good book! We look forward to welcoming the children back, refreshed and ready
for another wonderful term of learning.

Best wishes,
Mrs Quadir

@WillowPrimarySchool@WillowPrimarySchool@WillowPrimarySchool
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 A Spooktacular Halloween Disco! 
What a fantastic time we had at our Willow Halloween Disco! It was wonderful to see so

many children enjoying an evening filled with music, dancing, laughter and plenty of spooky
fun.

A huge thank you to everyone who came along and helped make the event such a brilliant
success. We loved seeing all the fantastic costumes, happy faces and amazing dance

moves!
What a lovely way to bring our Willow community together and make some more special

memories! 
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🍎 Willow Tree’s Little Chefs! 🥣✨
Our wonderful Willow Tree children have been getting busy in the kitchen, preparing their

very own delicious fruit bowls to enjoy at snack time!

The children had a lovely time getting hands-on with their food, exploring different fruits
and putting together their own colourful creations. It was a fantastic opportunity to

encourage independence, develop important everyday life skills and learn about making
healthy food choices.

There were plenty of opportunities to practise following instructions, making choices and
taking pride in preparing something for themselves. Activities like these are such a lovely
way to build confidence and celebrate the little achievements that make a big difference.

We are so proud of our Willow Tree children for giving it a go and enjoying a tasty, healthy
treat they helped to prepare themselves. What a fantastic bunch of little chefs! 🌈💙🍇
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🐔 Nursery Follow in Rosie’s Footsteps! 🌳✨
Our wonderful Nursery children have been bringing one of their favourite stories, Rosie’s

Walk, to life with a lovely outdoor adventure!

After exploring the story together, the children headed outside to follow in Rosie's
footsteps, turning their familiar outdoor environment into a wonderful storybook setting.
They climbed over the equipment to recreate the haystack, travelled around the tree and

made their way under the slide to represent the beehive, just like the adventures in the
book!

It was a fantastic opportunity for our youngest learners to develop their understanding of
positional language, including over, around and under, while enjoying some fresh air,

movement and imaginative play. The children were able to make connections between the
story and their own experiences, bringing the pages of the book to life.

We love seeing our little Willow learners exploring stories in such creative ways. What a
lovely adventure for Nursery, full of imagination, discovery and storytelling fun! 💙📚🌈
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💻 Year 1’s Little Computing Superstars! 🖱️✨

Our wonderful Year 1 children have been taking their first exciting
steps into the world of Computing, discovering how Chromebooks

work and learning some important new digital skills!

The children have been exploring the different parts of a computer,
identifying the screen, keyboard and mouse, and learning how each
one helps us use technology. They have also been practising how to

log on independently to their Chromebooks and beginning to
understand how to save their work so they can find it again later.

One particularly exciting challenge involved opening the Paint app
and attempting to write their own names using the mouse. It certainly

proved a little trickier than some of our young learners expected!
There was plenty of concentration, careful mouse movement and

determination as the children discovered just how much practice it
takes to control the cursor and create something on screen.

It has been lovely to see Year 1 embracing these new challenges with
such enthusiasm, developing their independence and celebrating
their little successes along the way. We are incredibly proud of our
budding Willow computer experts as they continue to build their

confidence in the digital world. Keep clicking, creating and shining,
Year 1! 🌈💙🌟
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🌟 2W’s Place Value Superstars! 🔢💙

Our wonderful mathematicians in 2W have been busy exploring the exciting
world of tens and ones, getting hands-on with their Maths learning and

discovering different ways to add numbers together!

Using Dienes blocks and place value mats, the children have been practising
how to recognise, organise and combine tens and ones. These practical

resources have helped them see how numbers are built and understand what
happens when we add different amounts together.

There has been plenty of counting, thinking and problem-solving as the
children develop their confidence and strengthen their understanding of

place value. It is always lovely to see our Willow pupils enjoying their learning
and discovering that Maths can be fun, practical and full of little achievements

worth celebrating!

We are incredibly proud of the enthusiasm and effort our 2W children have
shown. What a brilliant bunch of budding mathematicians! 🌈🧮✨
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🏛️ Year 4 March Back to Roman Times! 🛡️✨
Our wonderful Year 4 children took a giant leap back in time as they enjoyed a fantastic

Roman Day workshop, discovering what life was really like thousands of years ago! The day
was packed with fascinating facts, exciting discoveries and plenty of opportunities to bring

their History learning to life.

The children had the opportunity to explore different objects used by the Romans,
including clay tablets, which were used for writing and completing schoolwork, much like

the notebooks we use today. It was wonderful to see their curiosity as they discovered how
everyday life in Roman times compared with their own experiences.

Year 4 also explored the incredible growth of the Roman Empire, learning how it expanded
across Europe and discovering the many countries and places that were once under Roman
rule. They were particularly interested in the lives of Roman soldiers, finding out about their

weapons, armour, battle tactics and the clever formations they used to work together.

There were lots of thoughtful questions, enthusiastic discussions and excited faces
throughout the workshop as the children immersed themselves in the world of Ancient

Rome. We absolutely love seeing our Willow pupils so engaged in their learning, and Year 4
certainly made the most of this wonderful experience.

What a brilliant day of discovery for our budding Willow historians! 🏛️💙🌟
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🏺 Year 6 Get Creative with Culture and
Faith! 🎨✨

Our wonderful Year 6 children have been busy exploring history, creativity and different
beliefs through some fantastic learning in Art and RE!

In Art, the children have been bringing their Ancient Greece topic to life by creating their
very own Greek-inspired pots. They have enjoyed getting creative, exploring traditional

designs and patterns, and putting their artistic skills to work as they develop their
masterpieces. It has been lovely to see their creativity shining through!

Meanwhile, in RE, Year 6 have been learning about the Five Pillars of Islam, exploring their
importance to Muslims and how they help guide everyday life and religious practice. The

children have been designing informative posters to share their understanding, combining
their knowledge with colourful and thoughtful presentations.

We are incredibly proud of the enthusiasm, creativity and respect our Year 6 pupils have
shown across both subjects. It is wonderful to see them celebrating different cultures,

exploring beliefs and expressing their learning in such imaginative ways. Fantastic work,
Year 6! 🌈💙🌟
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Year 2: 96.2%

Year 4: 95.62%

Year 5: 97.84%

Reception: 89.38%

Year 1: 94.49%

Year 3: 96.23%

Year 6: 93.54%

Our attendance..

Below 90%: Serious Concern

95-90%: Cause for Concern

96-100%: WELL DONE!

Far too much time missed. Big impact
on learning. Serious impact on

academic success. This must improve.

Negatively affecting academic
success. Some gaps appearing.

Let’s aim higher.

Achieving full potential. Excellent
effort! You’re smashing it!

Our target is 96%

Attendance Statistics
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We are proud to regularly share snapshots of
learning, celebrations, and everyday school

life with our families and wider community via
Instagram.

Follow us to see more:
@MarishAcademyTrust
@WillowPrimarySchool
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📸 Follow the Fun at Willow Primary School!
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Wombats £2.40 Before 4pm £6 After 4pm

Breakfast Club £3.30 for 7am-7:30am £1.20 from 7:30am

Late collection £5 per 15 minutes -
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Timings of the School Day

Soft start is from 8:15am to 8:30am for all year groups except Nursery.

Willow Tree:
Nursery:

Reception:
Year 1 and Year 2:
Year 3 and Year 4:
Year 5 and Year 6:

Doors open 8:15am to 8:45am and then at 3:00pm 
8:00 – 11:00am and 12:00pm – 3:00pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:25pm
8:30am – 3:25pm

Ensure that you drop your child off at the designated entrance. Do not leave
them unsupervised on the school grounds.

Fees for Nursery, Breakfast club and Meerkats

If you would like your child to attend Breakfast club or Meerkats you will need to apply
for a space. For more information or an application form, enquire at the school office.

Please note, there is a different payment schedule for Pupil Premium/ Free School
Meal pupils. Please contact the office before applying.

All pupils must be booked in advance otherwise they will not be allowed to attend. If
your child attends Wombats without a booking you will be charged the late fee.

Children must not attend Breakfast Club without a booking as numbers are limited.
Please book a week in advance.

You are required to sign your child in to Breakfast Club and out of Wombats each day.

@WillowPrimarySchool@WillowPrimarySchool@WillowPrimarySchool



Polite Reminder to Parents and Carers

We kindly request that no dogs (or any other pets) are brought onto the
school premises, even if they are being carried.

Please also ensure that bikes and scooters are not ridden anywhere within the
school grounds. There have been a few concerns raised about near accidents
involving pedestrians. When leaving bikes in the designated bike area, please

make sure they are securely locked.

Additionally, we ask all parents and carers to be considerate of our neighbours
during drop-off and pick-up times. Please park responsibly and drive calmly

and safely around the school.

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us maintain a safe and respectful
environment for everyone.
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Playground Fundraising Initiative

We are excited to share that both schools will be fundraising throughout the
year to support the purchase of new playground equipment. A variety of

events will be held across the year to help us reach this goal. We look forward
to your support and involvement in these upcoming activities.

School Lunches

Please remember to book your child’s school lunches in advance through
ParentPay.

If you do not have a ParentPay login or are having trouble accessing your
account, please speak to the school office, who will be happy to help.
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Our Willow school uniform is:
• Green Sweatshirt or cardigan
• Navy blue trousers, shorts or skirt
• White shirt or polo shirt
• Black sensible shoes (no boots, high heels
or platforms)
• (Nursery – the above with dark coloured jogging bottoms)
• PE Kit – plain white T-Shirt (round neck or polo), navy/black
shorts.
• A dark tracksuit (plain or with a small logo) to wear over the PE
Kit for outdoor lessons in cold weather. Trainers/plimsolls are
needed for all PE lessons.

All items of clothing must be clearly labelled
with the child’s name.
The only jewellery allowed is one small stud in each ear, a watch
and that which is a specific religious requirement. These must
all be removed for PE. The child must take full responsibility for
looking after these items. the school will accept no
responsibility for their loss or damage.

PE and Games – PE is not an optional subject, it is a part of the
national curriculum.
Swimming in KS2 – Swimming is not an optional subject. A letter
with swimming costume requirements will be sent when your
child is in year 4.
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Willow School Uniform
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Are you looking for an exciting new opportunity? Would you
love to be part of a friendly, welcoming and supportive school

community where every day brings something new?

Here at Willow Primary School, we are passionate about
making a difference to the lives of our children, and we’re

looking for enthusiastic, caring and dedicated people to join
our wonderful team!

We currently have some exciting vacancies available across
the school, and we would love to hear from anyone who shares

our passion for helping children learn, grow and shine! 🌈

Whether you're looking for your next career opportunity or
know someone who would be a fantastic addition to our Willow

family, please help us spread the word!

You can find our current vacancies, along with job
descriptions, person specifications and application forms, on

the Marish Academy Trust vacancies portal:
https://marishacademytrust.co.uk/?page_id=3772?

utm=sparkmail.app

💚 Come and be part of something special. We can't wait to
welcome some new faces to our Willow family!
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🌟 Come and Join Our Willow Family! 🌟
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 Spread kindness with our Teddy Tombola!
To celebrate World Kindness Day on Friday 13th November, our school’s Kindness

Ambassadors are organising a Teddy Tombola to raise money for 52 Lives, a charity they are
supporting.

 TEDDY TOMBOLA – Friday 13th November
Join us in the playground after school! For just 50p per go, children can take part in our

tombola and win a teddy or soft toy to take home. Each prize will match the number on their
tombola ticket!

 MUFTI DAY – Friday 6th November
Our theme is “Wear something to make someone happy!”

To help us prepare for the tombola, we kindly ask each child to bring in a clean, good-
quality soft toy that they no longer want. These toys will become prizes for the following

week’s event, giving them a new home where they can make another child happy! 

 Every little act of kindness makes a difference. Thank you for helping our children spread
happiness while supporting such a wonderful cause!

Together, we can make a difference! 
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Important Pupil Premium notice

Did you know that your child could be helping to bring
extra funding into school?

If your family receives certain benefits, your child may
be eligible for Pupil Premium. This funding helps us

provide additional support, resources and enrichment
opportunities that benefit children throughout their

time at school. It also means that core funding can be
used for some of those items which school otherwise,

struggles to afford, such as air conditioning.

Even if your child does not have school meals, or you are
unsure whether you qualify, we encourage you to check,

as the school and your child will still benefit. The
application is quick, confidential and could make a real

difference to your child's education.

If you think you may be eligible, or would like help
completing an application, please contact the school

office. We're always happy to help.

Thank you for taking a few moments to check your
eligibility and for your continued support.
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What’s On?
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💙 GEMS: Supporting Families with Autism
and ADHD 🌈
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What’s On?
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What’s On?
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