
Issue 94 - September 2026

Message from the
Senior Leadership Team

It is hard to believe we are already in week four of the new
academic year. We have been so impressed with how well the
children have transitioned back into school life – they've shown
wonderful resilience, enthusiasm, and readiness to learn. We
would also like to take this opportunity to welcome our new staff
and families into our Willow community. 

These first few weeks have been all about re-establishing our school
community and routines. The children have reconnected with friends, got to know their
new teachers, and are now finding their rhythm in their new year groups. Our classrooms
are buzzing with energy and curiosity, and it's been a joy to see the children engaging so
positively with their learning.

Now that the children have settled, we are ready to dive into an exciting year of growth and
discovery. Our curriculum is packed with rich learning experiences across all subjects, and
we are committed to ensuring every child makes excellent progress both academically and
personally.

We have some wonderful events and activities planned over the next few weeks: Roman
,Greek and toy workshops, swimming lessons, headteacher coffee mornings and a visit to
the Temple. We will be sharing more details about these exciting enrichment opportunities
in the coming weeks, so please keep an eye on your communication from school.

Your support makes such a difference to your child's success and happiness at school.
Please continue to:

Bring your child to school everyday wearing full school uniform,
Read with your child at least three times a week at home,
Check class dojo and newsletters for updates and important information
Talk to your child about what they are learning in school
Contact your child's class teacher if you have any questions or concerns

We are looking forward to strengthening our partnership with you throughout this year so
thank you for entrusting us with your child's education. Here is to a fantastic year ahead!
Miss Court
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Important Pupil Premium notice

Did you know that your child could be helping to bring
extra funding into school?

If your family receives certain benefits, your child may
be eligible for Pupil Premium. This funding helps us

provide additional support, resources and enrichment
opportunities that benefit children throughout their

time at school. It also means that core funding can be
used for some of those items which school otherwise,

struggles to afford, such as air conditioning.

Even if your child does not have school meals, or you are
unsure whether you qualify, we encourage you to check,

as the school and your child will still benefit. The
application is quick, confidential and could make a real

difference to your child's education.

If you think you may be eligible, or would like help
completing an application, please contact the school

office. We're always happy to help.

Thank you for taking a few moments to check your
eligibility and for your continued support.
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Welcome back to the new school year at Willow. Already we
have had the excitement of our Ofsted report being
published and Pippins joining the Marish Academy Trust
family of schools. It has been great too, to see so many
enthusiastic children, happy to be back at school. However, I
know this transition isn't easy for everyone, so do let us know
if we can help by making adjustments to support your child, if
they are finding coming into school challenging. Speaking to
a staff member you trust is the first step, but can make all the
difference.

Autumn is a time of change, always. The heat of the sun has
diminished and the evenings are drawing in. There has been
the novelty of rain this month, which will soon lose its
fascination as it becomes the norm. The excitement of
festivals of light are sometimes blurred by life's challenges, so
can I encourage us all to look after ourselves and others in the
school communities? A smile, a few kind words or taking the
time to truly listen are never wasted. Have a great half term.

Mrs Denham
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🌈 Nursery’s Wonderful Willow Adventure
Begins! 💙✨

Our Nursery children have made a fantastic start to their Willow journey,
settling beautifully into their new routines and getting to know their

teachers, friends and surroundings.

The children have been busy exploring everything Nursery has to offer,
enjoying lots of exciting activities both inside and outdoors. From getting

creative and discovering new resources to exploring our outdoor
environment, there have been plenty of opportunities to play, learn and have

fun together.

It has been wonderful to see their confidence growing each day as they
begin to form new friendships, develop their independence and become

familiar with life at Willow. We are incredibly proud of how well our youngest
learners have settled in and can't wait to see all the adventures, discoveries

and special memories the year ahead will bring! 🌟🧸🌳
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🌈 Reception Are Right at Home at Willow!
💙✨

What a wonderful start our Reception children have made! The classrooms
have been full of smiles, excitement and busy little learners as the children

explore their new surroundings, get to know their teachers and discover
everything Reception has to offer.

New friendships are already beginning to blossom, with lots of playing,
sharing, chatting and laughing together. The children are becoming more

confident with their daily routines too, showing growing independence and
bringing their own wonderful personalities into the classroom each day.

We are so proud of how beautifully our Reception children have started their
journey with us. It has been lovely to see them becoming part of the Willow

family, and we are looking forward to a year filled with learning, laughter,
friendship and lots of special Willow memories! 🌟🧸💙
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🌿 Year 1’s Outdoor Learning Adventure! 🌳✨

Our Year 1 children have made a wonderful start to their Year 1 journey, settling into their
new routines with huge smiles, growing confidence and plenty of enthusiasm! They have
been making the most of our outdoor spaces, taking their learning beyond the classroom

and discovering just how much there is to explore at Willow.

From Maths and Literacy activities to investigating the natural world around them, the
children have loved learning in the fresh air. Whether counting and sorting natural objects,

spotting shapes in their surroundings or practising their writing with chalk, every activity
has given them another exciting opportunity to learn through doing.

It has been especially lovely to see the children working together, sharing their discoveries
and helping one another along the way. Outdoor learning is giving Year 1 lots of

opportunities to build independence, develop their problem-solving skills and grow in
confidence as they tackle new challenges.

We are incredibly proud of how beautifully our Year 1 children have settled in and embraced
everything their new year has to offer. What a fantastic start to another exciting year of

learning, exploring and making memories at Willow! 💙🌈🍃
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🧮 Year 1 Make Maths Magic! ✨

Our Year 1 mathematicians have been getting hands-on with their learning,
stepping away from their desks and using practical resources to bring their

Maths lessons to life!

The children have been using counters, natural materials and everyday
objects to explore numbers to 20, developing their confidence with counting

and comparing different amounts. By physically moving, arranging and
grouping objects, the children have been able to see the Maths happening
right in front of them and explore different ways of representing numbers.

There has been lots of fantastic mathematical talk too, with children
explaining what they notice, sharing their ideas with their friends and

working together to solve problems. These practical experiences are helping
our young mathematicians build a strong understanding of number while

developing their confidence and curiosity.

It has been wonderful to see Year 1 so excited about their Maths learning.
Lots of counting, thinking, exploring and very proud little mathematicians at

Willow! 🌟🔢💙
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🌈 Year 2 Learn How We All Belong! 💙✨

Year 2 have been thinking about something incredibly important this week: the
rights and responsibilities we all have within our classroom and our Willow

community. The children explored how the choices we make each day can help
make school a happy, safe and welcoming place where everyone feels valued and

included.

Working together in groups, the children were given different responsibility cards
and had the tricky task of ranking them from most to least important. There were

lots of thoughtful conversations as they shared their opinions, explained their
choices and discovered that their friends sometimes had completely different
ideas! They showed fantastic maturity by listening carefully to one another and

respectfully discussing their different points of view.

Most importantly, Year 2 recognised that we all have a part to play in looking after
one another. By being kind, making responsible choices, listening to others and

following our shared expectations, we can help make sure that everyone feels safe,
included and that they truly belong.

We were so proud to see our Year 2 children showing the kindness, respect and
teamwork that make Willow such a special community. What thoughtful little

citizens we have! 💙🌟🌈
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🪔 Year 5’s Journey into Sanatana Dharma! ✨

There have been some wonderfully thoughtful conversations taking
place in Year 5 as the children explore their RE Big Question: What is the

best way for a Sanatani to show commitment to God?

To begin their learning, the children thought about what commitment
looks like in everyday life. They shared examples of things they are

committed to themselves and considered the time, effort and
perseverance that commitment can require. They even discovered a

special formula — C = P + T × E + B — which helped them think more
deeply about how commitment can be shown in different ways.

Their learning then took them into the world of Sanatana Dharma. Year
5 discovered that Sanatanis believe in one Supreme God, Brahman, and
began exploring some of the ways people show their love and devotion
to God. The children learnt about puja, explored the important features

of a shrine and considered why these objects and practices are
meaningful to Sanatanis.

Our Year 5 classrooms have been full of curious questions, thoughtful
reflections and respectful discussions as the children share their ideas
and listen to one another. We love seeing our Willow pupils approach

learning about different faiths and beliefs with such interest, maturity
and respect. There is still plenty more to discover as Year 5 continue

exploring their Big Question! 🪔🌟💙
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⚔️ Year 6 Set Sail with Odysseus! 🏺

Year 6 have been diving into the exciting world of The
Adventures of Odysseus in Literacy, linking their

reading and writing beautifully with their History topic
on Ancient Greece.

Through the story, the children have been following
Odysseus on his epic journey, encountering mythical

creatures, dangerous challenges and plenty of
adventure along the way! They have enjoyed
exploring the characters, settings and rich

vocabulary of the text while developing their own
ideas and writing skills.

It has been wonderful to see the children making
connections across the curriculum and bringing their

learning about Ancient Greece to life through
literature. We can't wait to see where Odysseus'

adventure takes them next! 📚⚔️✨
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Year 2: 96.94%

Year 4: 96.27%

Year 5: 98.24%

Reception: 99.94%

Year 1: 95.61%

Year 3: 97.05%

Year 6: 97.37%

Our attendance..

Below 90%: Serious Concern

95-90%: Cause for Concern

96-100%: WELL DONE!

Far too much time missed. Big impact
on learning. Serious impact on

academic success. This must improve.

Negatively affecting academic
success. Some gaps appearing.

Let’s aim higher.

Achieving full potential. Excellent
effort! You’re smashing it!

Our target is 96%

Attendance Statistics
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Wombats Before 4pm After 4pm

£2 £5

Breakfast Club £1 per day -

Late collection £5 per 15 minutes -
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Parent Notices
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Timings of the School Day

Soft start is from 8:15am to 8:30am for all year groups except Nursery.

Willow Tree:
Nursery:

Reception:
Year 1 and Year 2:
Year 3 and Year 4:
Year 5 and Year 6:

Doors open 8:15am to 8:45am and then at 3:00pm 
8:00 – 11:00am and 12:00pm – 3:00pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:25pm
8:30am – 3:25pm

Ensure that you drop your child off at the designated entrance. Do not leave
them unsupervised on the school grounds.

Fees for Breakfast club and Meerkats

If you would like your child to attend Breakfast club or Meerkats you will need to apply
for a space. For more information or an application form, enquire at the school office.

Please note, there is a different payment schedule for Pupil Premium/ Free School
Meal pupils. Please contact the office before applying.

All pupils must be booked in advance otherwise they will not be allowed to attend. If
your child attends Meerkats without a booking you will be charged the late fee.

Children must not attend Breakfast Club without a booking as numbers are limited.
Please book a week in advance.

You are required to sign your child in to Breakfast Club and out of Meerkats each day.



Polite Reminder to Parents and Carers

We kindly request that no dogs (or any other pets) are brought onto the
school premises, even if they are being carried.

Please also ensure that bikes and scooters are not ridden anywhere within the
school grounds. There have been a few concerns raised about near accidents
involving pedestrians. When leaving bikes in the designated bike area, please

make sure they are securely locked.

Additionally, we ask all parents and carers to be considerate of our neighbours
during drop-off and pick-up times. Please park responsibly and drive calmly

and safely around the school.

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us maintain a safe and respectful
environment for everyone.
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Parent Notices
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Playground Fundraising Initiative

We are excited to share that both schools will be fundraising throughout the
year to support the purchase of new playground equipment. A variety of

events will be held across the year to help us reach this goal. We look forward
to your support and involvement in these upcoming activities.

School Lunches

Please remember to book your child’s school lunches in advance through
ParentPay.

If you do not have a ParentPay login or are having trouble accessing your
account, please speak to the school office, who will be happy to help.



Our Willow school uniform is:
• Green Sweatshirt or cardigan
• Navy blue trousers, shorts or skirt
• White shirt or polo shirt
• Black sensible shoes (no boots, high heels
or platforms)
• (Nursery – the above with dark coloured jogging bottoms)
• PE Kit – plain white T-Shirt (round neck or polo), navy/black
shorts.
• A dark tracksuit (plain or with a small logo) to wear over the PE
Kit for outdoor lessons in cold weather. Trainers/plimsolls are
needed for all PE lessons.

All items of clothing must be clearly labelled
with the child’s name.
The only jewellery allowed is one small stud in each ear, a watch
and that which is a specific religious requirement. These must
all be removed for PE. The child must take full responsibility for
looking after these items. the school will accept no
responsibility for their loss or damage.

PE and Games – PE is not an optional subject, it is a part of the
national curriculum.
Swimming in KS2 – Swimming is not an optional subject. A letter
with swimming costume requirements will be sent when your
child is in year 4.
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Willow School Uniform
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We are proud to regularly share snapshots of
learning, celebrations, and everyday school

life with our families and wider community via
Instagram.

Follow us to see more:
@MarishAcademyTrust
@WillowPrimarySchool
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📸 Follow the Fun at Willow Primary School!
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What’s On?
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