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Message from the
Senior Leadership Team

As we come to the end of another busy year, we would like to take
a moment to reflect on what an incredible year it has been! Some
of the highlights have been our wonderful Ofsted report, the
official opening of the Willow Tree classes, our first ladies night
and watching our children grow in confidence, develop new skills,
overcome challenges and make memories that will stay with them
for years to come. 

As well as this, we would like to celebrate the hard work and achievements of all our
pupils. It has been fantastic to see the academic progress that all children have made
from their starting points and this has led us to celebrate our highest GLD data in
Reception, 74% of pupils getting full marks in their Y4 MTC test and one of our most
successful set of Y6 SATs results to date. 

We are incredibly proud of everything our children have accomplished and would like
to thank our families and wider school community for their continued support
throughout the year. 

In the year ahead, we look forward to continuing our shared work to promote
excellent attendance, ensuring that every child has the opportunity to be in school,
learn, grow and enjoy all that Willow Primary School has to offer. We will continue to
nurture a strong sense of belonging, helping every child thrive and achieve and every
family member to continue to feel a valued part of our school community. 

To our Year 6 pupils, continue striving for the heights as you take on your new
adventure. We wish you every success and happiness. To the rest of our families -
have a wonderful, safe and restful summer break and we look forward to welcoming
you back on Thursday 3rd September 2026!

With all good wishes,
Miss Court
Headteacher
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Important Pupil Premium notice

Did you know that your child could be helping to bring
extra funding into school?

If your family receives certain benefits, your child may
be eligible for Pupil Premium. This funding helps us

provide additional support, resources and enrichment
opportunities that benefit children throughout their

time at school. It also means that core funding can be
used for some of those items which school otherwise,

struggles to afford, such as air conditioning.

Even if your child does not have school meals, or you are
unsure whether you qualify, we encourage you to check,

as the school and your child will still benefit. The
application is quick, confidential and could make a real

difference to your child's education.

If you think you may be eligible, or would like help
completing an application, please contact the school

office. We're always happy to help.

Thank you for taking a few moments to check your
eligibility and for your continued support.
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🎓 Growing, learning and shining 🌟

This week, we celebrated a very special milestone as our Nursery
children graduated, marking the end of a fantastic year of learning,

laughter, and growth. It was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate how
much each child has achieved and the confidence, friendships, and

new skills they have developed throughout the year.

The graduation ceremony was filled with smiles, proud moments, and
plenty of applause as the children celebrated alongside their families
and staff. It was wonderful to look back on all they have accomplished

and recognise the incredible progress they have made.

While they may be saying goodbye to Nursery, we are so excited that
many of them will be taking their next step into Reception here at
Willow. We can't wait to continue watching them learn, grow, and

thrive as they begin the next stage of their journey. Well done to all of
our amazing Nursery graduates—we are so proud of you! 💙🎉
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🌟 Willow’s Nursery Champions in Action!
Nursery had a fantastic time welcoming parents and carers to their Stay and

Play sports session. The children were so excited to share the experience
with their families, making it a wonderful morning filled with fun, laughter,

and teamwork.

Before heading outside, the children enjoyed a range of creative activities,
including making colourful flags, decorating biscuits, and designing their

own footballs. Outside, everyone got involved in a variety of sporting
challenges, including penalty shoot-outs, basketball, beanbag throwing, and

an exciting obstacle course.

The highlight of the day was undoubtedly the egg and spoon race, where
parents and carers joined in too, creating lots of smiles, laughter, and

memorable moments. Thank you to everyone who came along and helped
make the event such a special success! 🌟
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🦖 A Roarsome Adventure for Reception at
Willow!

Reception enjoyed their very first school trip of the year with an unforgettable visit to
Wellington Country Park. The children had a truly roarsome time exploring the exciting
dinosaur trail, searching for prehistoric creatures and enjoying every moment of their

adventure.

There was plenty more fun to be had too, with the children making the most of the
outdoor adventure play areas and taking part in a range of exciting activities throughout

the day. It was wonderful to see their curiosity, confidence, and excitement as they
explored together, creating lots of special memories with their friends.

Reception represented the school brilliantly and were a credit to Willow throughout the
trip. What a fantastic first adventure! 🦖🌿✨
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🌱 Year 1 - Budding Botanists!
Year 1 had a fantastic day at Iver Environment Centre, where they enjoyed a range of
exciting hands-on activities all about plants. The children discovered the life cycle of

plants, learned about the important role of pollination, explored how seeds grow,
and found out about the many ways plants are used in our everyday lives.

The children became mini scientists as they carefully peeled open a seed to
investigate its different parts and discover how a new plant begins to grow. They

asked thoughtful questions and showed great curiosity throughout the day.

To round off the visit, the children took part in a fun plant challenge, with the
winning team proudly taking home a leek and an onion plant to continue their

growing journey at home.

It was a wonderful day filled with outdoor learning, teamwork, and discovery. The
children represented Willow brilliantly throughout the trip, and we are so proud of

the enthusiasm, curiosity, and excellent behaviour they showed. 🌿🌼
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🏖️ Year 2 - Seaside Adventure! 🌊☀️
Year 2 had a fantastic day at Bournemouth Beach, enjoying a fun-filled trip to the seaside

with their friends. From exploring the beach and building sandcastles to taking in the fresh
sea air, the children embraced every moment of their exciting day.

It was wonderful to see so many smiling faces as the children worked together, played
games, and made lasting memories. Throughout the trip, they demonstrated excellent
behaviour, kindness, and respect, representing Willow brilliantly wherever they went.

A huge thank you to our staff and parent helpers for making the day such a success. It was
a wonderful experience that the children will remember for years to come! 🌞🏖️
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🔬 Year 3 - Big Day of Discovery!
What an unforgettable day our amazing Year 3 children had at the Science Museum in
London! From the moment they arrived, there was so much to discover, explore, and

experience. The children loved wandering through the interactive galleries, getting hands-
on with fascinating exhibits, and uncovering the incredible science behind the world

around us.

Whether they were exploring the mysteries of space, investigating the forces that make
things move, or discovering how modern technology is changing our lives, there was
something to capture everyone's imagination. It was wonderful to see the children so
curious, asking thoughtful questions, making observations, and eagerly sharing their

discoveries with one another.

The hands-on exhibits were a particular highlight, giving the children the chance to
experiment, investigate, and learn through play. Their excitement was infectious, and it was
fantastic to watch their confidence grow as they explored each new challenge and exhibit.

As always, our Year 3 pupils were an absolute credit to Willow. They represented the school
beautifully with their outstanding behaviour, impeccable manners, enthusiasm, and
teamwork throughout the entire visit. Staff were incredibly proud of the respect and

maturity they showed, as well as the genuine excitement they brought to every part of the
day.

A huge well done to all of our wonderful Year 3 children for making the most of such an
exciting opportunity. It was a day full of discovery, curiosity, laughter, and unforgettable

memories that we're sure they'll be talking about for a long time to come! 🌍🔭💙
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🌈 Willow’s Year 4 Masterpiece Makers!

Year 4 had an unforgettable day exploring the incredible The National Gallery,
where they came face-to-face with some of the world's most famous paintings.

Walking through the beautiful galleries, the children were amazed by the size,
detail, and stories behind each masterpiece, discovering just how exciting art

can be.

The children loved taking a closer look at the paintings, sharing their own ideas
about what they could see and how the artists had brought their work to life. It

was wonderful to hear so many thoughtful conversations and see their
imaginations sparked as they explored the gallery together.

The trip was packed with smiles, curiosity, and creativity from start to finish.
Experiences like these help to inspire a lifelong love of learning, giving children
the chance to see that art isn't just something found in books—it's something

that can be experienced, explored, and enjoyed in real life.

As always, Year 4 were fantastic ambassadors for Willow. Their excellent
behaviour, enthusiasm, and respectful attitude made us incredibly proud, and

they represented the school beautifully throughout the day. It was a truly
special visit, filled with inspiration, wonder, and memories that will last for years

to come. 🖼️✨
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🎒 Year 6 Get Ready for Their Next
Adventure!

This week, our Year 6 pupils took part in an engaging It's Your Move transition workshop
to help prepare them for the exciting move to secondary school. Through a range of

interactive activities, discussions, and practical advice, the children explored ways to
manage worries, build confidence, make new friends, and embrace the changes ahead.

The workshop provided a supportive space for pupils to ask questions, share their
thoughts, and reflect on the next stage of their education. It was wonderful to see them

taking part so enthusiastically and encouraging one another as they looked ahead to
this exciting new chapter.

We are incredibly proud of our Year 6 pupils and know they will continue to shine as they
take their next steps beyond Willow. 🌟
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🎭 Year 6 Bring Cinderella to Life! ✨
Our Year 6 pupils dazzled audiences with a spectacular performance of Cinderella, putting
their own hilarious Willow twist on the classic fairy tale. From a trip to Slough Tesco and the
unforgettable Car-Crashian sisters, to Stella Artois the Fairy Godmother, celebrity cameos,

and a show-stopping Rick Astley finale, the production had everyone laughing from
beginning to end. 

Every child played their part brilliantly, filling the stage with confidence, enthusiasm, and
incredible talent. Months of hard work, rehearsals, singing, dancing, and teamwork came

together to create a truly memorable performance that had families cheering and laughing
throughout.

As one of their final milestones at Willow, the production was a wonderful celebration of
everything our Year 6 pupils have achieved during their primary school journey. We are so

proud of every single performer, backstage helper, and member of staff who made the show
such a huge success. Bravo, Year 6—you certainly gave us a production to remember! 🌟👏
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🪩 Year 6 Dance the Night Away! ✨
Our Year 6 Leavers' Disco was the perfect way to celebrate the end of an
unforgettable journey at Willow. The hall was filled with music, dancing,
laughter, and plenty of smiles as the children enjoyed one final evening

together with their friends.

From singing along to their favourite songs to showing off their best
dance moves, the atmosphere was full of excitement and celebration. It
was wonderful to see everyone making the most of this special occasion

and creating memories that will stay with them for years to come.

As Year 6 prepare to begin their next adventure, the disco was a fantastic
opportunity to celebrate all they have achieved during their time at

Willow. We are so proud of every one of our pupils and wish them all the
very best as they take their next steps. Once a Willow pupil, always part of

the Willow family. 💙🎉🕺
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🏆 A Night to Celebrate!
Well done to every pupil invited to this year’s Willow Awards Night, and thank you to all the families

who joined us for such a special evening. ✨

It was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the incredible achievements, hard work, kindness, and
determination shown by our pupils throughout the year. We are so proud of every child who was

recognised, and it was lovely to see so many smiles as we celebrated together.

At Willow, we strive for the heights, and this year's Awards Night was a wonderful reflection of
everything our pupils have achieved. Congratulations to all of our award winners—we couldn't be

prouder! 🌟💙

📸 A comprehensive 2026 Awards Night Gallery is now available for our school community to enjoy.

To view all of the photos from the evening, visit our online gallery:
https://pr.marishacademytrust.co.uk/2026-willow-awards-night

Links open via Adobe Lightroom
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🎉 What a Summer Fête! ☀️🌈
What an incredible afternoon we had at this year's Willow Summer Fête! Despite

the soaring temperatures, our school community came together to create a truly
unforgettable day filled with fun, laughter, and smiles.

A huge thank you goes to our amazing PTA team, Mrs Stack, Mr Hall, and Mrs
Sondh, whose hard work, dedication, and countless hours of planning made the

event such a fantastic success.

We would also like to thank Thames Valley Police for joining us, myFirst for
generously donating raffle prizes, Ditton Park Academy and their fantastic sixth
form volunteers, as well as all of our wonderful external stallholders for helping

make the day so special.

Finally, thank you to all of our parents, carers, families, and children who came
along to support the event. Your enthusiasm, generosity, and community spirit are
what made the Summer Fête such a memorable celebration. We can't wait to do it

all again next year! 💙✨
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We are proud to regularly share snapshots of
learning, celebrations, and everyday school

life with our families and wider community via
Instagram.

Follow us to see more:
@MarishAcademyTrust
@WillowPrimarySchool
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📸 Follow the Fun at Willow Primary School!
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Year 2: 94.84%

Year 4: 96.02%

Year 5: 93.3%

Reception: 92.71%

Year 1: 91.51 %

Year 3: 94.16%

Year 6: 98.09%

Our attendance..

Below 90%: Serious Concern

95-90%: Cause for Concern

96-100%: WELL DONE!

Far too much time missed. Big impact
on learning. Serious impact on

academic success. This must improve.

Negatively affecting academic
success. Some gaps appearing.

Let’s aim higher.

Achieving full potential. Excellent
effort! You’re smashing it!

Our target is 96%

Attendance Statistics
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Wombats Before 4pm After 4pm

£2 £5

Breakfast Club £1 per day -

Late collection £5 per 15 minutes -
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Parent Notices
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Timings of the School Day

Soft start is from 8:15am to 8:30am for all year groups except Nursery.

Willow Tree:
Nursery:

Reception:
Year 1 and Year 2:
Year 3 and Year 4:
Year 5 and Year 6:

Doors open 8:15am to 8:45am and then at 3:00pm 
8:00 – 11:00am and 12:00pm – 3:00pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:25pm
8:30am – 3:25pm

Ensure that you drop your child off at the designated entrance. Do not leave
them unsupervised on the school grounds.

Fees for Breakfast club and Meerkats

If you would like your child to attend Breakfast club or Meerkats you will need to apply
for a space. For more information or an application form, enquire at the school office.

Please note, there is a different payment schedule for Pupil Premium/ Free School
Meal pupils. Please contact the office before applying.

All pupils must be booked in advance otherwise they will not be allowed to attend. If
your child attends Meerkats without a booking you will be charged the late fee.

Children must not attend Breakfast Club without a booking as numbers are limited.
Please book a week in advance.

You are required to sign your child in to Breakfast Club and out of Meerkats each day.



Polite Reminder to Parents and Carers

We kindly request that no dogs (or any other pets) are brought onto the
school premises, even if they are being carried.

Please also ensure that bikes and scooters are not ridden anywhere within the
school grounds. There have been a few concerns raised about near accidents
involving pedestrians. When leaving bikes in the designated bike area, please

make sure they are securely locked.

Additionally, we ask all parents and carers to be considerate of our neighbours
during drop-off and pick-up times. Please park responsibly and drive calmly

and safely around the school.

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us maintain a safe and respectful
environment for everyone.
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Parent Notices
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Playground Fundraising Initiative

We are excited to share that both schools will be fundraising throughout the
year to support the purchase of new playground equipment. A variety of

events will be held across the year to help us reach this goal. We look forward
to your support and involvement in these upcoming activities.
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International Language of the Month
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Willow School Uniform

Page 20 of 28

Our Willow school uniform is:
• Green Sweatshirt or cardigan
• Navy blue trousers, shorts or skirt
• White shirt or polo shirt
• Black sensible shoes (no boots, high heels or platforms)
• (Nursery – the above with dark coloured jogging bottoms)
• PE Kit – plain white T-Shirt (round neck or polo), navy/black
shorts.
• A dark tracksuit (plain or with a small logo) to wear over the PE
Kit for outdoor lessons in cold weather. Trainers/plimsolls are
needed for all PE lessons.

All items of clothing must be clearly labelled
with the child’s name.
The only jewellery allowed is one small stud in each ear, a watch
and that which is a specific religious requirement. These must
all be removed for PE. The child must take full responsibility for
looking after these items. the school will accept no
responsibility for their loss or damage.

PE and Games – PE is not an optional subject, it is a part of the
national curriculum.
Swimming in KS2 – Swimming is not an optional subject. A letter
with swimming costume requirements will be sent when your
child is in year 4.
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Gold School Games Mark

We are incredibly proud to celebrate this fantastic achievement at
Willow Primary School, recognising the school’s continued commitment

to high-quality PE, sport and physical activity for every child. This Gold
School Games Mark reflects the dedication, teamwork and enthusiasm

that make sport such a valued part of life at Willow.
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Holiday Club

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We will be running a club during the Summer holiday for any children
aged 5 and over. The Holiday Club will be open from Monday 20th July to
Friday 7th August from 8.30 am-3.45pm. 

This club will run at Marish School. 

The costs are: 
£25.00 per day per child
£35.00 per day for 2 children
£45.00 per day for 3 children
£55.00 per day for 4 children

Please provide your child with a packed lunch. The numbers will be
limited so please return the slip as soon as possible. 

Clearly indicate which days your child (ren) will be attending so we can
maintain appropriate staff-to-child ratios. 

Full payment must be paid on Parent Pay by Friday 10th July and is
nonrefundable. 

The children will have lots of activities that they can participate in
including cooking, art & craft, dance and fun sports. 

If you have any questions, please ring the office number and ask for Mrs
Beard. 

Yours sincerely
S Beard
Sharon Beard
Holiday Club Manager
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E-Safety
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Autumn Term Football Club
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Reading Challenge
Dear Parents and Carers,

At Marish Academy Trust, we are excited to launch our Summer Reading Challenge – Read to Beat the
Summer!

We would like all of our pupils to continue reading throughout the summer holidays. Reading regularly
helps children maintain the progress they have made this year, develop their vocabulary and
comprehension skills, and continue building a lifelong love of reading.

How can your child take part?
Over the summer holidays, we would like children to:

Read regularly and aim to complete at least 10 reading sessions during the holiday.
Record each reading session on their Summer Reading Challenge Record.
Share and discuss the books they have enjoyed with family members.

Where can children get books from?
We strongly encourage families to visit their local library during the summer holidays to choose books
to read. Libraries provide a fantastic range of free books for children of all ages and reading abilities,
including:

Fiction and non-fiction books
Picture books
Graphic novels and comics
Information books linked to children’s interests
A wide range of authors and genres to explore

Visiting the library is a wonderful way for children to discover new books, explore different authors and
continue developing positive reading habits.

How to become a member of Slough Libraries
To borrow books and take part in the Slough Libraries Summer Reading Challenge, children will need
to become a member of Slough Libraries.
Joining the library is free and easy. Families can:
 Register online:
https://www.slough.gov.uk/libraries/My-library-membership
or
Visit your local Slough Library, where staff will be able to support you with joining.
Once registered, children can borrow a wide range of exciting books to enjoy throughout the summer
holidays and take part in the Slough Libraries Summer Reading Challenge.
For more information about the Slough Libraries Summer Reading Challenge, please visit:
https://www.slough.gov.uk/libraries/summer-reading-challenge

Celebrating Reading Success

We are excited to celebrate all children who complete the Read to Beat the Summer Challenge. Pupils
who successfully complete the challenge will be recognised and celebrated during our first
Celebration Assembly of the 2026–2027 academic year.
Thank you for your continued support in encouraging your child to read throughout the summer. We
hope your child enjoys discovering new stories, exploring new worlds and developing a lifelong love of
reading.

We wish all our families a happy and enjoyable summer break.

Happy Reading!
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What’s On?
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What’s On?
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