
Issue 92 - June 2026

Message from the
Senior Leadership Team

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to the final half term of the academic year. We
hope you had a restful break and are looking forward to an
exciting and successful Summer 2.

As we begin the final half term, we would like to reflect on some
of the highlights from Summer 1. It was wonderful to see pupils
engaging in a range of enriching learning experiences, including
educational visits and our successful Multicultural Day, where children celebrated the
diversity of our school community and learned about different cultures, traditions and
experiences.

This week, our Year 1 pupils completed their Phonics Screening Check and our Year 4
pupils took part in the Multiplication Tables Check. We are incredibly proud of the
resilience, determination and positive attitudes demonstrated by the children
throughout these important assessments. Thank you to all parents and carers for your
continued support in helping children prepare and feel confident.

Looking ahead, Summer 2 promises to be a busy and exciting half term. Pupils can look
forward to Sports Day, educational visits, transition activities, end-of-year
performances and celebrations, as well as our annual Awards Evening. This special
event provides an opportunity to recognise and celebrate the hard work, achievements
and personal successes of our pupils, reflecting the dedication and effort they have
shown throughout the year.

As we enter the final weeks of the academic year, we would like to thank all our families
for their continued support and partnership. We look forward to celebrating the many
achievements and memorable moments that Summer 2 will bring.

Best wishes,
Mrs Kumar
Deputy Headteacher
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🦸 Nursery’s Super Stories and Sensory Fun!

Nursery have had a fantastic time exploring stories through a range
of creative and hands-on activities. Inspired by the book Supertato,
the children enjoyed making their own Super Potato characters and

using construction materials to build walls and structures.

Linked to The Colour Monster, the children created colourful feeling
jars and talked about different emotions. They also loved drawing

their own unique monsters, using their imagination and creativity to
bring their ideas to life.

It has been wonderful to see the children so engaged in their
learning, developing their creativity, communication skills, and

understanding of emotions through play.
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Reception enjoyed their very first school trip of the year and what an adventure it
was! The children had a roarsome time visiting Wellington Country Park, where they

explored the exciting dinosaur trail and came face-to-face with some prehistoric
favourites.

Alongside their dinosaur discoveries, the children enjoyed a range of activities and
outdoor adventure play areas, giving them plenty of opportunities to explore, play,

and learn together. It was wonderful to see their excitement, curiosity, and
enthusiasm throughout the day, making lots of special memories with their friends. 

What a fantastic first trip for Reception! 🦕🌿

Willow Primary School NewsletterWillow Primary School NewsletterWillow Primary School Newsletter

🦖 Reception’s Roarsome Dinosaur Adventure!
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🐉👑 Once Upon a Time in Year 1...
Year 1 have started reading a new book in Literacy called The Princess and the White Bear.

To introduce the story, the children explored different fairy tale objects, including a crown,
a castle, a dragon and a magic potion. We talked about where we might find these objects

in a fairy tale and what stories they reminded us of.

The children then worked with a partner to become storytellers. They chose three objects
and used them to make up their own short fairy tale stories. There were lots of creative

ideas, from brave princesses and fierce dragons to magical potions and enchanted castles.

This was a great way for the children to use their imagination, develop their speaking and
listening skills and work together to share ideas. We were very impressed with the

confidence and creativity they showed.

Well done, Year 1!
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🔥 Year 2 Travel Back to 1666!
Year 2 have begun their exciting History learning about the Great Fire of London.

The children started by revisiting what they already know about London and
thinking about how the city has changed over time.

Using maps, they compared modern-day London with London in 1666 and were
surprised to discover how much smaller the city was, with fields surrounding it.

They learned that many houses were made from timber and built very close
together along narrow streets, helping them understand why the Great Fire

spread so quickly.

The children also explored what life was like in the 17th century, discovering that
there were no cars, electricity, or modern buildings. They enjoyed looking at

historical pictures and discussing how people, homes, and daily life were
different from today.

It has been fantastic to see the children asking thoughtful questions and
showing great curiosity as they begin their journey back in time to one of the

most famous events in British history. 🔥🏠📜
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🏖 Year 3’s Seaside Adventure to
Bournemouth Beach! 🌊☀

Year 3 and WT3 had a fantastic day at Bournemouth Beach last week. The children were full
of excitement from the moment we arrived, and it was wonderful to see them enjoying the

seaside after looking forward to this trip for so long.

Throughout the day, the children showed excellent behaviour, kindness, and teamwork, a
real credit to our school. They enjoyed exploring the beach, playing together, and taking in

the beautiful coastal scenery.

A huge thank you to all our parent helpers who supported the trip. Your time, enthusiasm,
and care made the day run smoothly and helped create such a memorable experience for

the children.
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🛠 Year 4’s Tower-Building Challenge!
Our Year 4 pupils had an exciting opportunity to take part in an engineering workshop

delivered by visitors from Cummins. During the session, pupils learned about the work of
Cummins and explored how engineers use creativity, problem-solving and teamwork to

design solutions to real-world challenges.

The highlight of the workshop was a hands-on engineering challenge where pupils worked
collaboratively to design and build the tallest possible tower using only spaghetti and

marshmallows. They quickly discovered the importance of strong foundations, stability and
effective teamwork as they tested and refined their designs.

The workshop provided a fantastic opportunity for pupils to develop their communication,
resilience and critical thinking skills while gaining an insight into careers in engineering. We
would like to thank the Cummins team for giving up their time to inspire our young learners

and for delivering such an engaging and memorable experience.
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👑 Year 5 Step Back into Tudor Times!

Year 5 had a fantastic time taking part in an Elizabethan workshop, where
they travelled back in time to learn about life during the Tudor period.

Through a range of interactive activities, the children explored what life was
like in Elizabethan England, discovering fascinating facts about daily life,

entertainment, clothing, and society.

The workshop brought their History learning to life and gave pupils the
opportunity to engage with the past in a fun and memorable way. It was

wonderful to see so many thoughtful questions, enthusiastic discussions,
and eager participation throughout the day.

The children represented the school brilliantly and thoroughly enjoyed the
experience. We are sure this exciting workshop will inspire and support their
learning as they continue to explore this fascinating period in history. 👑📜✨
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🦁 Roars, Rides and Smiles for Year 6!
As part of their end-of-year celebrations, our pupils enjoyed a memorable day at
Chessington filled with excitement, adventure, and plenty of laughter. Whether

they were braving the biggest rollercoasters, exploring the zoo, or simply spending
time with friends, there was something for everyone to enjoy.

The trip was a wonderful opportunity for pupils to celebrate all they have achieved
during their time at primary school and create lasting memories together before

embarking on their next chapter. Throughout the day, they demonstrated
maturity, kindness, and excellent behaviour, representing our school brilliantly and

making all the adults incredibly proud.

A huge thank you to our staff for helping to make the day such a success and to
our Year 6 pupils for embracing every moment with enthusiasm and positivity. We
hope they will treasure these memories for years to come as they prepare for the

exciting journey ahead.

Well done, Year 6—you truly deserve it! 
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🥊 Hannah Beharry Inspires Willow!

We were delighted to welcome Hannah Beharry to Willow Primary
School for a truly inspiring visit. Hannah led a special assembly where
she shared her sporting journey with the children, speaking about the

importance of hard work, perseverance, resilience, and believing in
yourself when working towards your goals.

One of the highlights of the assembly was a light-hearted sparring
session with Mr Jones, which had the children laughing, cheering, and

thoroughly entertained!

Following the assembly, pupils took part in an exciting 10-minute sports
circuit, trying a variety of activities and challenges. The school was

buzzing with energy and enthusiasm, and it was wonderful to see so
many smiling faces getting involved.

It was a memorable day that inspired our pupils to stay active, work
hard, and aim high. A huge thank you to Hannah for taking the time to

visit and share such a positive message with our school community. 🥊⭐
🏅
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🏏 Willow Shine at Cricket Tournament!
Our Year 5 and 6 Cricket Team proudly represented Willow at a recent
tournament, competing against several other schools. Throughout the

day, the children demonstrated fantastic teamwork, determination,
and sportsmanship, supporting one another and giving their very best

in every match.

It was wonderful to see the team showing such positive attitudes,
resilience, and respect both on and off the field. The children

represented the school brilliantly and were a real credit to Willow.

Well done to everyone who took part—we are incredibly proud of you!
🏏🌟👏
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🎓 Don’t Miss Our Parent Workshops!

Monday 15th June – Willow Nursery Stay and
Play with sports games

AM: 9:30–10:30am
PM: 12:30–1:30pm

Wednesday 17th June – Willow EYFS Induction
Meeting, Main Hall

8:45am and 2:00pm

Friday 19th June – Year 5 PSHE Parent Workshop,
Main Hall, 8:30–9:30am
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📅 Important Dates for Your Diary
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🚌 Trips, Events & Exciting Days Ahead!

Tuesday 16th June – Willow Sports Day
KS2: Morning

KS1: Afternoon

Tuesday 23rd June – Willow Awards Night

Friday 26th June – Willow Summer Fete,
early finish times

Monday 29th June – Willow KS1 to KS2
Transition, Main School Hall, 8:30–9:30am

Thursday 2nd July – Willow Sports Day
Backup Date

Thursday 2nd July – Year 2 Bournemouth
Beach Trip, Marish and Willow

Tuesday 7th July – Transition Day

Wednesday 8th July – Willow Year 6
Show, 1:30pm

Monday 13th July – Transition Week
Begins

Friday 17th July – End of Summer 2, early
finish



We are proud to regularly share snapshots of
learning, celebrations, and everyday school

life with our families and wider community via
Instagram.

Follow us to see more:
@MarishAcademyTrust
@WillowPrimarySchool
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📸 Follow the Fun at Willow Primary School!
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Wombats Before 4pm After 4pm

£2 £5

Breakfast Club £1 per day -

Late collection £5 per 15 minutes -
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Parent Notices
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Timings of the School Day

Soft start is from 8:15am to 8:30am for all year groups except Nursery.

Willow Tree:
Nursery:

Reception:
Year 1 and Year 2:
Year 3 and Year 4:
Year 5 and Year 6:

Doors open 8:15am to 8:45am and then at 3:00pm 
8:00 – 11:00am and 12:00pm – 3:00pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:25pm
8:30am – 3:25pm

Ensure that you drop your child off at the designated entrance. Do not leave
them unsupervised on the school grounds.

Fees for Breakfast club and Meerkats

If you would like your child to attend Breakfast club or Meerkats you will need to apply
for a space. For more information or an application form, enquire at the school office.

Please note, there is a different payment schedule for Pupil Premium/ Free School
Meal pupils. Please contact the office before applying.

All pupils must be booked in advance otherwise they will not be allowed to attend. If
your child attends Meerkats without a booking you will be charged the late fee.

Children must not attend Breakfast Club without a booking as numbers are limited.
Please book a week in advance.

You are required to sign your child in to Breakfast Club and out of Meerkats each day.



Year 2: 95.39%

Year 4: 98.1%

Year 5: 94.66%

Reception: 93.26%

Year 1: 95.83%

Year 3: 93.97%

Year 6: 94.44%

Our attendance..

Below 90%: Serious Concern

95-90%: Cause for Concern

96-100%: WELL DONE!

Far too much time missed. Big impact
on learning. Serious impact on

academic success. This must improve.

Negatively affecting academic
success. Some gaps appearing.

Let’s aim higher.

Achieving full potential. Excellent
effort! You’re smashing it!

Our target is 96%

Attendance Statistics
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Polite Reminder to Parents and Carers

We kindly request that no dogs (or any other pets) are brought onto the
school premises, even if they are being carried.

Please also ensure that bikes and scooters are not ridden anywhere within the
school grounds. There have been a few concerns raised about near accidents
involving pedestrians. When leaving bikes in the designated bike area, please

make sure they are securely locked.

Additionally, we ask all parents and carers to be considerate of our neighbours
during drop-off and pick-up times. Please park responsibly and drive calmly

and safely around the school.

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us maintain a safe and respectful
environment for everyone.
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Parent Notices
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Playground Fundraising Initiative

We are excited to share that both schools will be fundraising throughout the
year to support the purchase of new playground equipment. A variety of

events will be held across the year to help us reach this goal. We look forward
to your support and involvement in these upcoming activities.
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Willow School Uniform

Page 17 of 22

Our Willow school uniform is:
• Green Sweatshirt or cardigan
• Navy blue trousers, shorts or skirt
• White shirt or polo shirt
• Black sensible shoes (no boots, high heels or platforms)
• (Nursery – the above with dark coloured jogging bottoms)
• PE Kit – plain white T-Shirt (round neck or polo), navy/black
shorts.
• A dark tracksuit (plain or with a small logo) to wear over the PE
Kit for outdoor lessons in cold weather. Trainers/plimsolls are
needed for all PE lessons.

All items of clothing must be clearly labelled
with the child’s name.
The only jewellery allowed is one small stud in each ear, a watch
and that which is a specific religious requirement. These must
all be removed for PE. The child must take full responsibility for
looking after these items. the school will accept no
responsibility for their loss or damage.

PE and Games – PE is not an optional subject, it is a part of the
national curriculum.
Swimming in KS2 – Swimming is not an optional subject. A letter
with swimming costume requirements will be sent when your
child is in year 4.



Parent Notices
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International Language of the Month 
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E-Safety
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What’s On?
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What’s On?
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