
Issue 90 - May 2026

Message from the
Senior Leadership Team

Dear Parents and Carers,

With the sun shining and the Summer term in full swing at
Willow Primary School, the Easter holidays already feel like a
distant memory!

One of the highlights of the term so far has been last week’s
visit from Ofsted on Tuesday 21st and Wednesday 22nd April. It was a
wonderful opportunity for pupils, staff and families to welcome
inspectors and show Willow in action. We are incredibly proud of how
polite, warm and welcoming our pupils were, and of the dedication and
hard work our staff show every day in meeting the needs of all learners. We are also very grateful for the
support of our parents and carers. Thank you to everyone who spoke with inspectors on the playground
or completed the parent survey.

There have been many exciting learning experiences both inside and outside the classroom since the
start of term. In the first week back, Year 5 pupils showcased an impressive range of practical and life
skills through their Design and Technology pizza project. They explored food technology by researching
ingredients, planning recipes and preparing and cooking pizzas safely while following key food hygiene
practices. Maths learning was brought to life as pupils weighed and measured ingredients, calculated
costs, set prices and managed money when selling their products. They also developed enterprise skills
by designing posters and creating persuasive sales pitches. A huge thank you to all parents and carers
who supported the project by purchasing pizzas at home time — they sold out within 30 minutes!

Year 1 pupils also enjoyed a fantastic visit to the Hertfordshire Zoo, where they saw a variety of animals
from around the world and learned how they are cared for. The children listened carefully to keeper
talks, asked thoughtful questions and discovered fascinating facts about habitats, diets and
conservation. The trip sparked great excitement and helped bring their science learning to life.

We were also delighted to launch the long-awaited Willow Walking Bus, which we hope will continue to
ease traffic and support a calm, safe and purposeful start to the school day.

As we move closer to the end of the academic year, many children will be preparing for important
assessments, including the Year 6 SATs, the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check and the Year 4
Multiplication Tables Check. Thank you, as always, for your continued support with attendance and
punctuality so that every child can perform at their very best.

Best wishes,
Mrs Da’Ud
Assistant Head and SENCO
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🚀 Nursery Blast Off into Space!

Nursery has had a brilliant week exploring all things space. The children
loved learning and acting out Five Little Spacemen, turning the garden into

their very own launch pad. At the creative table, they designed fantastic
spaceships and created colourful space paintings using sponges. Our

space-themed tuff tray sparked lots of imagination, with rockets, a
telescope, and our story of the week, Astro Girl, inspiring their play. The
children also became engineers, using wooden blocks to build their own

rockets ready for take-off.
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✈️ Reception Ready for Take-Off!
Reception have had a busy and exciting week full of hands-on learning

and exploration. In their water play, the children investigated the
concept of sinking and floating, testing a range of objects and making

predictions about what might happen. It was fantastic to see their
curiosity and thinking skills in action.

As part of their topic this half term, the Airport role-play area has been
a huge hit. Children have been pretending to fly aeroplanes to different

destinations, using their imagination to take on roles and create their
own travel adventures.

In Maths, the focus has been on numbers beyond 10, building up to 20.
Children explored how these numbers are made using practical

resources such as linking cubes and counting dots on shells, helping
them to develop a deeper understanding of number.

A brilliant week of learning, creativity, and discovery—well done,
Reception!
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🛍️ Growing Independence with Willow Tree
This week, children in our Willow Tree provision have been focusing on developing their

independence through meaningful, real-life experiences. As part of their life skills sessions,
they enjoyed a visit to Tesco, where they were able to put a range of everyday skills into

practice in a real-world setting.

The children followed their own shopping lists, carefully selecting items and making
thoughtful choices about what they needed. At the self-checkout, they learned how to scan
items, check totals, and take turns completing transactions, building both confidence and

responsibility. They also carried their own bags, showing determination and pride in
managing their belongings.

Throughout the walk to and from the shop, the children demonstrated excellent listening
skills, strong awareness of their surroundings, and a clear understanding of how to stay

safe in the community. Their behaviour was exemplary, and they approached each part of
the experience with enthusiasm and maturity.

We are incredibly proud of how confidently the children engaged in every step of the
process. It was a fantastic opportunity to develop independence, teamwork, and practical

life skills—well done to everyone for such a positive and successful outing.
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🦁 Year 1’s Wild Zoo Adventure!

Year 1 had a fantastic day exploring Hertfordshire Zoo! The
children were thrilled to see a variety of amazing animals,

from majestic tigers and lions to zebras grazing peacefully.
One of the highlights was watching the cheeky gibbons

swinging high in the trees, keeping everyone entertained. The
children loved seeing the snow leopard, admiring its beautiful

coat and graceful movements.

They also took part in an engaging workshop, where they
learned all about different animal groups and eagerly joined

in with discussions and activities. It was a wonderful day filled
with curiosity, excitement, and unforgettable encounters

with incredible wildlife.
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🌻 Growing Sunflowers, Growing Year 2 Minds
Year 2 have been busy planting and caring for their very own sunflowers.
The children have learned how to nurture their plants by giving them the

right amount of water, sunlight, and attention, watching with
excitement as they begin to grow taller each day.

This hands-on experience has helped children understand how plants
grow and what they need to stay healthy, while also encouraging

patience and responsibility. It has been wonderful to see their pride and
enthusiasm as they care for their sunflowers—well done, Year 2!
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🕌 Year 3’s Learning About Sikhism - Our
Visit to the Gurdwara

Year 3 had a wonderful opportunity to visit a local Gurdwara, where
they learned more about Sikhism and the importance of community,

respect, and equality.

During the visit, the children explored the prayer hall, learned about
the significance of removing shoes and covering their heads, and

listened carefully as they were introduced to key beliefs and
practices. They also discovered the importance of langar, the

shared community meal, and how it reflects values of kindness and
inclusion.

The children represented the school brilliantly with their respectful
behaviour, thoughtful questions, and enthusiasm for learning. It was

a valuable and memorable experience for everyone involved.
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🎸 Year 4 Rocking Their Times Tables!
Our Year 4 pupils have been working incredibly hard on Times Tables

Rock Stars as they prepare for the upcoming Multiplication Tables
Check (MTC) in June.

Using their iPads, children have been practising regularly to improve
both their speed and accuracy. It has been fantastic to see their focus

and determination during these sessions – pupils are fully engaged,
challenging themselves, and showing great resilience when tackling

tricky facts. 

TTRS has been a brilliant tool in helping children build confidence with
their times tables in a fun and interactive way. We are already seeing

real progress, with many pupils becoming quicker and more fluent each
week. 

You can support at home by encouraging your child to log on and
practise little and often – even just 5–10 minutes a day makes a big

difference. 

We are really proud of the effort being shown and look forward to
seeing this continue as we get closer to the MTC!



Page 9 of 28

Willow Primary School NewsletterWillow Primary School NewsletterWillow Primary School Newsletter

🎨 Beyond the Wall - Year 4 Discovering Varjak’s
World

This week in Year 4, pupils explored the world through the eyes of Varjak
Paw, using art to express emotions and perspective. The children created

detailed drawings of a cityscape from Varjak’s viewpoint, carefully
considering how he might feel as he looks out at an unfamiliar and

potentially dangerous world.

Pupils showed fantastic creativity by adding their own imaginative
elements to the scenes, including towering buildings, stormy skies, and

unusual features to reflect feelings such as fear, curiosity, and loneliness.
They were encouraged to think deeply about how colour, shading, and

detail can be used to convey mood, even when working initially in sketch
form.

It was great to see such focus and engagement during the lesson, with
pupils taking pride in their work and thoughtfully developing their ideas.

We are looking forward to seeing how they build on these sketches by
adding colour and descriptive language in the next stage of their learning.
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🍕 Year 5’s Pizza Business in Action!
Year 5 have been putting their entrepreneurial skills to the test by

designing, making, and selling their very own pizzas. From planning
recipes and choosing toppings to thinking about pricing and

teamwork, the children experienced what it’s like to run a small
business.

They worked together to prepare and cook their pizzas, showing
great organisation and creativity along the way. When it came to

selling, they demonstrated confidence, communication skills, and a
real understanding of money and value.

The project was a fantastic way to combine learning with real-life
experiences, and it was brilliant to see the children so engaged and

enthusiastic throughout. Well done, Year 5!
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🌟 A Bright Start to the Weekend with Year 6!
Saturday School has been a really enjoyable experience
for our pupils, providing a great balance of learning and

fun. The sessions offer children the chance to build
confidence, revisit key skills, and take part in engaging

activities in a relaxed and supportive environment. It has
been wonderful to see such positive attitudes and

enthusiasm each week—what a brilliant way to start the
weekend!
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🎗️ Tiegan Takes on Race for Life!

We are incredibly proud of Tiegan, who will be taking on a 5km Race for Life
to raise money for Cancer Research UK. This is a fantastic effort for such an

important cause, and we are cheering her on every step of the way.

If you would like to support Tiegan and help raise money for this vital
charity, please send your donations to the school office. Thank you for your

kindness and support.
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 Step into School! Our Walking Bus is on the Move
This term, we launched our Walking Bus at Willow Primary School, Slough—

and it’s already proving to be a great success.

The initiative helps pupils develop essential road safety skills while also
reducing traffic congestion around the school. Walking together in a

supervised group, children are building confidence, independence and
healthy habits each day.

We have been really pleased with how positively pupils have engaged with
the Walking Bus so far, and parents have also shared positive feedback

about the impact it is having.

Parents can still drop their children at school if needed. Alternatively, you
may choose to park a short distance away and walk with your child to join

the Walking Bus, which will then safely accompany them to their classroom.

Thank you for your continued support in helping keep our school community
safe, active and environmentally friendly.

Page 13 of 28



Year 2: 97.89%

Year 4: 95.26%

Year 5: 96.21%

Reception: 94.04%

Year 1: 92%

Year 3: 95.34%

Year 6: 98.05%

Our attendance..

Below 90%: Serious Concern

95-90%: Cause for Concern

96-100%: WELL DONE!

Far too much time missed. Big impact
on learning. Serious impact on

academic success. This must improve.

Negatively affecting academic
success. Some gaps appearing.

Let’s aim higher.

Achieving full potential. Excellent
effort! You’re smashing it!

Our target is 96%

Attendance Statistics

Pag



Willow Uniform
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School Uniform

All items of clothing must be clearly labelled with the child’s name.

PE and Games

Swimming in KS2
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Playground Fundraising Initiative

A Polite Reminder to Parents and Carers
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Top Tips for Parents and Educators
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International Language of the Month
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Active Lifestyles: Buzz Lightyear's Superbowl
Can you leap to infinity and beyond to catch a ball Buzz
Lightyear has thrown for you?
Players: 2 or more
Where to play? Outdoors
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Active Lifestyles: Traffic light omelettes recipe
Just the thing for a light lunch or to get you going for the day ahead!

Prep: 10 mins
Cook: 15 mins

Serves 4

Ingredients
2 teaspoons
vegetable oil
1 red pepper,
deseeded and
chopped
1 yellow pepper,
deseeded and
chopped
6 spring onions,
finely chopped
8 eggs
4 tablespoons 1%-fat
milk
1 pinch ground black
pepper

Method
1.Heat 1 teaspoon of vegetable oil in a

non-stick frying pan. Add the
peppers and spring onions, and stir-
fry for 3 to 4 minutes until soft. Tip
them out of the pan into a bowl. Wipe
out the pan with kitchen paper.
Preheat the grill.

a. Information:
b.A really good non-stick frying pan

is one of the most useful things to
have in the kitchen!

2.Beat the eggs and milk together.
Heat a few drops of vegetable oil in
the non-stick frying pan and pour in
one quarter of the egg mixture. Let it
flow over the surface and cook for 1
to 2 minutes to set the base.

3.Sprinkle a quarter of the pepper
mixture evenly over the surface, then
grill for 1 to 2 minutes until set. Slide
onto a warm plate.

4.Repeat with the remaining mixture to
make 4 omelettes. Serve, seasoned
with black pepper.

a. Information:
b.Serve each omelette with a slice

of wholemeal toast for a more
filling meal.
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May half term sports camps
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What’s On?
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What’s On?
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