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Mrs SondhMrs Kumar

Dear Parents and Carers,

Spring has arrived and exciting times are
ahead for Marish Academy Trust. As you
know since we started working with Pippins
School a year ago we have restructured how
our leadership team works.  Miss Court has
moved to head up Willow this year , supported
by Mrs Quadir as Deputy Head teacher (DHT) and I have remained at Marish
supported by Mr Sinclair as DHT. Mrs Howe, who has been a DHT at Marish for
almost 12 years leaves to become an Early Years Ofsted Inspector at the end of
April. Please join with us in thanking her for her many years of service and
wishing her every success in the future.

Change is sometimes challenging, but it always comes bearing gifts too. Two
new additions to our leadership team are Mrs Sondh, who will take up a position
as Head of School at Marish from April 2026. Mrs Sondh lives locally in Langley
and has been working at Ryvers School for the last 10 years. At Willow, Mrs
Kumar has been promoted to DHT as well. Mrs Kumar joined Marish Academy
Trust last September, but has been a DHT before in another Local Authority.
Both ladies bring with them a wealth of experience and we are thrilled to have
them strengthen our leadership team. 

It has been a short and busy half term at Marish and Willow, but again there is a
great deal to look forward to after the holiday. We wish all of our community a
safe and refreshing holiday, with hopefully lots of sunshine. Thank you for your
continued support..

Mrs Denham and Miss Court.
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Whole school Easter celebrations
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 had a fantastic time celebrating Easter with a wonderful bonnet
parade, alongside a whole-school Easter egg hunt organised for children who signed up.

The children proudly showed off their beautifully decorated Easter bonnets, which they had
worked so hard on at home. It was lovely to see so much creativity and effort, with bright
colours, spring flowers, and lots of imaginative designs on display. The parade was full of
smiles, confidence, and a real sense of celebration as the children shared their creations.

Across the school, excitement was high as children took part in the Easter egg hunt. A huge
thank you to our amazing Mrs Stack and Mr Hall from our PTA team for organising such a
brilliant event. Pupils searched high and low, working together to find the hidden eggs,

before exchanging them for a well-earned treat at the end.

It was a joyful way to mark the Easter season and bring the whole school community
together.
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Nursery Easter Egg Hunt
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Nursery had a lovely time celebrating Easter, with children proudly
parading around the garden in the hats they had made at home.

They showed great excitement and enthusiasm as they took part in
an Easter egg hunt, carefully searching for hidden eggs and

exchanging them for a special treat. It was wonderful to see such
joy, effort, and participation from everyone involved.
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Nursery Easter Nests
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Nursery have been busy making delicious Easter nests using
chocolate, Rice Krispies, and mini eggs. The children showed great
enthusiasm throughout, and we have to admit it was hard to resist

tasting them—there may have been a few little nibbles along the
way as we carefully scooped the mixture into cupcake cases!
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Willow Tree Three Instructions
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In Willow Tree 3, children have been making their own
glow jars as part of their Literacy learning. This hands-

on activity supported them in understanding and
writing clear instructions, as they explored each step of

the process before recording it. The children showed
great enthusiasm and creativity while developing their

instructional writing skills.
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Thames Valley Adventure Playground
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Willow Tree enjoyed a fantastic visit to Thames Valley
Adventure Playground, where they took part in a range
of engaging and adventurous activities. The trip gave
children the chance to explore, build confidence, and

enjoy learning through play in a new environment.

It was wonderful to see their enthusiasm throughout
the day, with lots of teamwork, curiosity, and smiles all

round.
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Year 2 Glow Jars
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In Year 2 this week, pupils took part in a creative Literacy lesson
where they made their own glow jars. This exciting activity was

inspired by their class text and helped bring their ideas to life in a
hands-on way.

The children carefully designed and created their jars, thinking
about colour, light, and the mood they wanted to create. As they

worked, they used rich vocabulary to describe their creations and
discussed how their jars linked to themes and imagery from their

learning.

It was wonderful to see such enthusiasm and imagination, with
every child producing something unique. The activity not only

supported their writing but also encouraged creativity, discussion,
and confidence in sharing ideas.

Well done, Year 2!
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Year 2 Art
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Year 2 were very lucky to welcome Prathameysh and Pieu’s mum
into school, who came in to talk to the children about Vincent van

Gogh as part of their learning.

The children loved finding out more about his life, his artwork, and
what made his paintings so unique. They were particularly excited to

explore his use of colour and expressive style, linking this to their
own work in class.

It was a fantastic opportunity for the children to hear from a real
visitor and deepen their understanding in a fun and engaging way.
Thank you so much for coming in and sharing your knowledge with

us! 🎨
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Years 5 & 6 Hockey Matches
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On Thursday, 19 March 2026, Years 5 & 6 from Willow and
Castleview took part in a hockey event at Slough Hockey Club. The

afternoon began with a joint training session led by Clair Harris
from Castleview, before the teams played two competitive
matches. Willow won both games, but all children showed

excellent sportsmanship, skill, and enjoyment throughout. It was
wonderful to see them learning, supporting each other, and

applying their teamwork on the pitch.
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Year 6 Easter Cracked
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Year 6 visited a local church last week to take part in an Easter
workshop, where they learned about the meaning and history of

Easter. Through a range of activities and discussions, the children
explored the key events of the Easter story and reflected on why it

is an important celebration for many people.

The visit was a valuable opportunity for pupils to deepen their
understanding in a hands-on and engaging way, and they

represented the school brilliantly throughout.
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Year 6 Saturday School
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Our Saturday School sessions have been a fantastic success, with
Year 6 pupils showing great enthusiasm and a positive attitude

towards their learning. The children have been actively engaged in
a range of fun, hands-on activities designed to support their

preparation for SATs in an enjoyable and meaningful way. From
practical maths challenges to interactive comprehension tasks

and lively SPaG games, pupils have embraced every opportunity to
develop their skills. It has been wonderful to see their confidence

growing as they collaborate, problem-solve and take part with
such energy and determination.
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Esafety workshops
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This week, we held assemblies focused on online safety across the
school, helping children to better understand how to stay safe and
make positive choices online. Year 6 also took part in a dedicated
workshop, where they explored these themes in more depth and

had the opportunity to ask questions and discuss real-life
scenarios.

A big thank you to Open View Education for delivering these
engaging and informative sessions.



Year 2: 97.98%

Year 4: 95.76%

Year 5: 95.14%

Reception: 91.33%

Year 1: 91.8%

Year 3: 94.06%

Year 6: 96.99%

Our attendance..

Below 90%: Serious Concern

95-90%: Cause for Concern

96-100%: WELL DONE!

Far too much time missed. Big impact
on learning. Serious impact on

academic success. This must improve.

Negatively affecting academic
success. Some gaps appearing.

Let’s aim higher.

Achieving full potential. Excellent
effort! You’re smashing it!

Our target is 96%

Attendance Statistics
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Willow Uniform
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Top Tips for Parents and Educators
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International Language of the Month
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Active Lifestyles: Rocket vs Groot Vine Grab
Groot and Rocket train to keep their abilities sharp. Time to
test your dodging, speed and reactions!
Players: 2 or more
Where to play? Indoors or outdoors

Issue 89 - March 2026



Page 21 of 26

Willow Primary School NewsletterWillow Primary School NewsletterWillow Primary School Newsletter

Active Lifestyles: Chicken pizza naan recipe
These baked pizza-style mini naan taste so good topped with roast

chicken.
Prep: 5 mins

Cook: 15 mins
Serves 4

Ingredients
Topping
4 spring onions, chopped
400g chopped tomatoes
2 tablespoons tomato purée
2 teaspoons dried mixed herbs
4 reduced-fat mini naan breads
150g skinless, boneless roast
chicken breast, sliced
50g grated reduced-fat hard
cheese

Salad
12 cherry tomatoes, quartered
quarter of a cucumber, finely
chopped
1 small red onion, finely chopped
1 teaspoon green chilli, finely
chopped (optional)
1 tablespoon fresh coriander,
chopped

Method
1.Preheat the oven to 200C

(180C fan, gas mark 6).
2.Put the spring onions,

tomatoes, tomato purée
and mixed herbs into a
saucepan over a medium
heat. Cook for 5 to 8
minutes, stirring often, until
reduced and thickened.

3.Arrange the naan on a
baking sheet, divide the
tomato mixture between
them equally. Add the
chicken, then sprinkle over
the cheese. Bake for 5 to 6
minutes.

a. Information:
b.For a vegetarian version,

just leave out the
chicken.

4.Meanwhile, mix together
the salad ingredients, and
serve with the naan once
ready.

a. Information:
b.Be sure to choose the

healthier version of naan
breads to keep the fat
content lower.
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GEMS are excited to announce their next workshops are live and
ready to book. 

 

 

Booking link : https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pda-demand-
avoidance-tickets-1963181503725?
aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true

 

Booking link : https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/barriers-to-school-
cant-go-not-wont-go-tickets-1541412850329?

aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true

 

These workshops are for parents and carers of children who have
been diagnosed, waiting for an assessment or are suspected to

have Autism.

PDA -
Demand
Avoidance

Hosted by The Autism Group
This workshop will allow you to
explore what PDA really means and
how anxiety drives demand
avoidance. Learn practical and
compassionate strategies to reduce
pressure, build trust and support
autistic children and young people
with a PDA profile in home and school
settings.

Autism support
 For parents &
carers of primary
& secondary
school aged
children.

Online:
Wednesday
3rd June
2026.

10am to
12noon

Barriers to School,
Can't go, not won't
go

Hosted by the Autism Group:
To understand what EBSA/ERSA
is. Recognising potential early
signs in our children. Exploring
strategies to support our
children. Encouraging questions
and sharing experiences.
Places are very limited and we
can only allow parents and carers
to attend whose child is
experiencing school avoidance.

Autism or
Dual
Support
For parents
& carers of
primary &
secondary
school aged
children.

Online:
Wednesday
1st July
2026.

10am -
12noon
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GEMS workshops
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What’s On?
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