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Message from the
Senior Leadership Team

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a really busy and exciting few weeks at Willow,
and we wanted to share some of the wonderful things the
children have been involved in recently.

Book Week was a brilliant celebration of reading across the

school! The children loved their library visits to The Curve,

enjoyed our Reading with Children parent workshop, and had great fun taking
part in our cosy and much-loved Pyjama Story telling. World Book Day was a real
highlight - the children looked amazing in their creative and imaginative
costumes, and it was wonderful to see so many favourite book characters come
to life around the school! The day was made even more special with a visit from
author Tori Kosara, who inspired the children with her stories and love of writing.

There have also been some fantastic learning experiences beyond the classroom.
Year 5 had a brilliant trip to the Science Museum, Year 3 explored the British
Museum, and Year 2 enjoyed a fun and hands-on science day at the Look Out
Discovery Centre in Bracknell.

We are incredibly proud of our pupils who represented the school so well in
sporting events this half term, including a football tournament for Years 3 and 4
at St Bernard’s and the Primary Panathlon event at Herschel Grammar School.
Their enthusiasm, teamwork and determination were wonderful to see!

A quick reminder for those attending Ladies Night to please get yourself a ticket
from the office if you haven’t already — we’re looking forward to a lovely evening
together. Also, please keep an eye out for more information about our new
Walking Bus, which will be starting soon.

Best wishes,
Mrs Alves
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A Week of Wonders: Reading at Willow

Last week, Willow Primary celebrated the joy of
reading! Pupils took part in exciting activities
including a PJ Reading Session, where they
snuggled up with their favourite stories, and a
Book Character Parade, showcasing their
favourite characters from the pages of their
beloved books. With storytime sessions, reading
challenges and creative workshops, it was a week
full of imagination, fun and the magic of books!

EJJ :
Sy Sl Sy
) =G

S S Smma S
%%% =

/&’;

—|—

gﬂ

Issue 88 - March 2026



Willow Primary School Newsletter

Nursery

Our Nursery children had a fantastic time celebrating Reading Week.
The classroom was full of excitement as the children arrived dressed as
their favourite characters, proudly showing their costumes and talking
about the stories they enjoy at home and at school.

During the week, the children shared a special story time with their
teacher. They listened carefully, joined in with repeated phrases and
talked about the characters, pictures and events in the story. These
shared reading moments help children build confidence with books,
develop their language skills and begin to understand how stories
work.

Reading together is an important part of life in Nursery, and activities
like these help to nurture curiosity, imagination and a love of stories
from an early age. The children thoroughly enjoyed celebrating books,
sharing their favourite characters and discovering new stories with

their friends.
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Year 1

As part of Book Week, our Year 1 pupils embarked on an
exciting creative journey by making their very own books!
They began by brainstorming story ideas and planning
their narratives, thinking carefully about characters,
settings, and plots. Each child then designed a cover,
wrote the text for their story, and added vibrant
illustrations to bring their ideas to life.

Throughout the week, pupils collaborated, shared ideas,
and celebrated each other’s creativity, developing not
only their writing and drawing skills but also their
confidence in storytelling. It was inspiring to see such
imagination and effort poured into every page, and every

child left the project with a sense of achievement and
pride in their very own book.
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The Curve Library

As part of World Book Week, pupils at Willow visited The Curve library
in Slough. During the visit, children explored a wide range of books,
discovered new authors and learned how libraries organise and lend
books to the community.

The trip supported our focus on developing a strong love for reading
and encouraging reading for pleasure. By spending time browsing
books and experiencing a real library environment, pupils were able to
see how reading extends beyond the classroom and into the wider
community. It was a fantastic opportunity to spark curiosity, build
excitement around stories and help children see themselves as
lifelong readers.

Issue 88 - March 2026



Willow Primary School Newsletter

Tori Kosara

To celebrate World Book Day, we were delighted to welcome Tori
Kosara to Willow for a special author visit. Tori, a New York-born
children’s author now based in London, has written more than 40
books for young readers, including popular titles such as The Good
Night Garage and The Good Night Airport, as well as books linked to
LEGO and Star Wars.

During the visit, pupils had the chance to hear about how Tori
becomes inspired to write, what the journey from idea to published
book looks like, and why reading and storytelling are so important. The
children loved listening to her talk about her work and asking
thoughtful questions about being an author.

It was a brilliant way to celebrate reading and creativity, and we hope
the visit inspired many of our pupils to start writing stories of their own.
If you would like to find out more about Tori and explore some of her

books, you can visit her website: https://www.torikosara.com/.
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Dress Up Day

Dress Up Day was full of excitement at Willow as the children arrived
dressed as their favourite book characters. It was fantastic to see so
many creative costumes inspired by well-loved stories, from classic
characters to modern favourites.

The day was filled with fun, imagination and a real celebration of
reading, helping to inspire our pupils’ love of books and storytelling.
Events like this are a brilliant way to bring our school community
together while encouraging children to explore new stories and
develop a lifelong love of reading.
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Reception - Learning at Willow

Children in Reception have been learning all about
growing plants as part of our topic. They enjoyed
planting their own seeds and are excited to watch
them grow over the coming weeks while learning what
plants need to stay healthy.
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Year 2 Explores the Discovery Centre

Year 2 had an amazing day exploring the The Look Out
Discovery Centre!

From launching rockets and testing forces to experimenting
with light, water and puzzles, the children loved getting
hands-on with the interactive science exhibits. Every corner
of the centre gave them something new to investigate, build,
spin, press, or test.

There were lots of brilliant moments of curiosity as pupils
asked questions, made predictions, and discovered how
different things work through play. The excitement was non-
stop as they moved between activities, collaborating,
problem-solving and celebrating their discoveries together.

A fantastic trip full of exploration, teamwork and scientific
thinking!
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Exploring History: Year 3 visits the British Museum

Year 3 had a fantastic trip to the British Museum this term.
The children explored a range of fascinating exhibits and
were especially excited to discover the Ancient Egyptian
artefacts. They enjoyed spotting objects they had previously
learned about in their history lessons and applying their
knowledge from our recent Ancient Egypt topic.

It was wonderful to see their curiosity and enthusiasm as they
asked questions, shared facts, and made connections with
what they had been studying in class. The trip was a great
opportunity to bring their learning to life and create
memorable experiences together.

The Year 3 Team
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A Journey Into Buddhism: Year 4 Learning Experience

Year 4 had a fantastic opportunity this week to take part in an engaging Buddhist
workshop, where they explored the life and teachings of the Buddha in a fun and
interactive way.

During the workshop, the children learned about the story of Siddhartha Gautama
and his journey to becoming the Buddha, including the famous story of The Divine
Dream. Through drama and role-play, pupils dressed in traditional costumes and
acted out key moments from the story, helping them understand important ideas
about kindness, compassion and wisdom.

The session also gave pupils the chance to look closely at Buddhist artefacts and
symbols. They learned about why the Buddha is often shown in statues, what
different hand gestures can represent, and how these objects help Buddhists
remember the Buddha’s teachings.

The children were incredibly enthusiastic and respectful throughout the workshop.
Many pupils said they particularly enjoyed taking part in the performances and
seeing their classmates bring the stories to life.

It was a wonderful way to deepen our understanding of world religions and to
experience learning through storytelling, discussion and creativity.
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Hola, Year 5! Exploring Spanish

Year 5 have been working hard in Spanish this week, practising how to talk about
places you might find in a town. The children used the sentence starter “En la calle
mayor, hay...” to describe different locations, such as a cinema, café, supermarket
and market.

Using whiteboards, pupils practised building their sentences and repeating the
structure to help them remember the vocabulary and grammar. They showed great
confidence sounding out the Spanish words and supporting each other as they
worked.

It was fantastic to see the class so engaged and proud to share their work. By the
end of the lesson, many pupils were able to confidently read and write their own
Spanish sentences describing what you might find on a busy street.
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Young Scientists at Work: Year 5 Projects

Year 5 have been journeying through the wonders of Earth and Space!
Pupils explored our planet, the solar system, and beyond, learning
about planets, stars, moons, and the forces that shape our universe.
Through hands-on experiments, model-making, and observation
activities, they discovered how the Earth moves, why we have day and
night, and what makes our solar system so fascinating. It’s been an
exciting adventure full of curiosity, discovery, and the magic of space!
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Spring 1 Diamond Pupils

These are our fantastic Diamond Pupils from the last half term.

The Diamond Pupil Award celebrates children who have
consistently lived out our Diamond Rules and shown what it means
to be a positive role model at Willow. Through their kindness,
respect, hard work and excellent behaviour, these pupils truly
represent the values we are proud of in our school community.

To recognise their achievements, our Diamond Pupils are invited to
enjoy a special activity and treat with members of the Senior
Leadership Team during the first week back after the break. They
will also receive a Headteacher’s Award and certificate to
celebrate their success. We are incredibly proud of each of them
for striving for the heights and showing others what is possible.

Will it be you next time?
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Kicking Goals: Girls’ Training Match

On 25th February, the girls from Marish and Willow came
together for a joint football training session at Willow. Under
bright sunshine, they spent time practising skKills, playing a
friendly but competitive match, and finishing with a lively
penalty shootout. Marish won the match, while Willow came
out on top in the penalties. A great afternoon of teamwork,
effort and enjoyment from all the girls.
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Panathlon

On 26th February, six Willow pupils took part in a Panathlon
multisports event, joining almost ten schools for a morning
of adapted and engaging activities. The children
represented Willow brilliantly, showing great teamwork,
enthusiasm and resilience throughout the competition. Their
efforts were rewarded with an impressive 3rd place overall -
a fantastic achievement and something they were incredibly
proud of.
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Years 3 & 4 Football Tournament

On Saturday, 7 March 2026, the Years 3 & 4 football teams
from Marish and Willow took part in a tournament at St
Bernard’s Preparatory School, Slough. The children showed
excellent effort and determination throughout the day,
supporting their teammates and learning from each match.
It was wonderful to see their teamwork, enthusiasm, and
enjoyment on the pitch, with all players demonstrating
great potential for future games.
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Attendance Statistics

Our attendance..

Reception: 91.83% ogg

Year1: 94.63% (i

Year 2: 98.27%

Year 3:96.29%

Year 4: 98.64%
Year 5: 94.43%

Year 6: 98.31%

Our target is 96%

95-90%: Cause for Concern

' ' Negatively affecting academic
emmm» success. Some gaps appearing.
Let’s aim higher.

96-100%: WELL DONE!

' ' Achieving full potential. Excellent
v effort! You’re smashing it!

Issue 88 - March 2026



Willow Primary School Newsletter

Issue 88 - March 2026



Willow Primary School Newsletter

Issue 88 - March 2026



Willow Primary School Newsletter

Parent Notices

A REMINDER ABOUT SAFE
AND RESPECTFUL PICK-
UP AND DROP-OFF

We would like to remind all families about the importance of
safe, sensible and respectful behaviour during pick-up and
drop-off times.

For everyone’s safety, please ensure that:

e Pavements are kept clear and not used for parking, so
that children, pushchairs and families who cannot step
into the road can pass safely.

Local residents’ driveways are not blocked and the
surrounding community is respected.
Rubbish is taken home and not left in the local area.

We also ask that all adults speak to one another in a calm,
polite and respectful manner at all times. As a school
community, we are role models for our children, and they
look to us to demonstrate kindness, patience and
understanding.

Our school serves many children with additional needs,
including those who may move unpredictably or require the
safety of the pavement at all times. Please be mindful of
this and show consideration to all families.

Thank you for your cooperation in helping to keep our school
community safe, welcoming and supportive for everyone.
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Easter Clubs
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E-Safety
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International Language of the Month
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Active Lifestyles: Rocket vs Groot Vine Grab

Groot and Rocket train to keep their abilities sharp. Time to
test your dodging, speed and reactions!

Players: 2 or more

Where to play? Indoors or outdoors
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Active Lifestyles: Chicken pizza naan recipe

These baked pizza-style mini naan taste so good topped with roast

chicken.

Prep: S mins
Cook: 15 mins

Serves 4

Ingredients Method

Topping

4 spring onions, chopped

400g chopped tomatoes

2 tablespoons tomato puree

2 teaspoons dried mixed herbs
4 reduced-fat mini naan breads
150g skinless, boneless roast
chicken breast, sliced

50g grated reduced-fat hard
cheese

Salad
e 12 cherry tomatoes, quartered

quarter of a cucumber, finely
chopped

1 small red onion, finely chopped
1 teaspoon green chilli, finely
chopped (optional)

1 tablespoon fresh coriander,
chopped

1.Preheat the oven to 200C
(180C fan, gas mark 6).
2.Put the spring onions,
tomatoes, tomato purée
and mixed herbs into a
saucepan over a medium
heat. Cook for 5to 8
minutes, stirring often, until
reduced and thickened.
3.Arrange the naanon a
baking sheet, divide the
tomato mixture between
them equally. Add the
chicken, then sprinkle over
the cheese. Bake for 5to 6
minutes.
a.Information:
b.For a vegetarian version,
just leave out the
chicken.
4.Meanwhile, mix together
the salad ingredients, and
serve with the naan once
ready.
a.Information:
b.Be sure to choose the
healthier version of naan
breads to keep the fat
content lower.
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What’s On?

GEMS have just released a new date for their Managing
Anxiety workshop, hosted by The Autism Group.

Hosted by The Autism Autism

Group: Support

. What to do when worries Forparents&  Online:.
Managing carers of Wednesday

Anxiety EZES:;’XIES: kg\f:;\évhat primary & 10th June
y secondary 2026.

ri r i
tried & tested strategies to school aged

tackle it. children.

10am - 12pm

Booking link : https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/managing-
anxiety-tickets-1541098209229?aff=oddtdtcreator

If this is not what you are looking for, please look at their
website for more information, please note most
workshops/courses are either fully booked, waiting for a
new date or have limited spaces available.
https://www.gems4health.com/workshops/

They do have a variety of demand support which is
accessible directly from their website and available 24/7.

https://www.gems4health.com/about-adhd/

https://www.gems4health.com/about-autism/

https://www.gems4health.com/learn-more/

https://www.gems4health.com/gems-advice/
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What’s On?

GEMS have just released a new date for their ADHD course,
hosted by Parenting Special Children.

Hosted by Parenting Special Children: Autism

Topics Covered Support Online:
What is ADHD? Challenges & concerns. For parents Wednesday
Strengths and opportunities. & carers of  1bth, 22nd, &
Learn to understand children's anxiety and primary & 29th April
how this relates to ADHD. secondary 2026.

Gain an understanding of attention deficit  school aged

behaviours & how to manage these. children.

ADHD
Course
7-9pm
A 3-week
course

Booking link:
https://parentingspecialchildren.co.uk/events/adhd-
course-berkshire-east-april-2026/

If this is not what you are looking for, please look at their
website for more information, please note most
workshops/courses are either fully booked, waiting for a
new date or have limited spaces available.
https://www.gems4health.com/workshops/

We do have a variety of demand support which is accessible
directly from our website and available 24/7.

https://www.gems4health.com/about-adhd/

https://www.gems4health.com/about-autism/

https://www.gems4health.com/learn-more/

https://www.gems4health.com/gems-advice/
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