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Message from the
Senior Leadership Team

Another busy and exciting term has flown by, filled
with lots of enriching activities and memorable
experiences for the children.

Our Maths live lessons were a great success, and we 
received very positive feedback from parents. We have
carefully listened to your suggestions and are pleased
to share that we will be planning more live sessions for
parents to attend. These sessions will give you the
opportunity to see the strategies we use in school, so
you can mirror them at home and further support
your child’s learning. Please look out for messages on Class Dojo to sign up.

This term has also included some fantastic experiences beyond the classroom.
Year 5 enjoyed a meaningful visit to the temple, our Reception children had an
exciting visit from the fire brigade, and some of our pupils proudly represented the
school in a sports competition—where they competed brilliantly and won against
other teams. We are incredibly proud of their teamwork and determination.

It has also been wonderful to see the children so positively engaged with the new
games purchased for lunchtimes, funded through PTA events. Thank you for your
continued support—these contributions really do enhance the children’s school
experience.

We hope you all have a lovely and restful half term. Please continue to encourage
your child to read every day. Reading regularly builds confidence, improves
vocabulary, supports writing skills, and strengthens understanding across all
subjects. Most importantly, it helps children develop a lifelong love of learning.

Enjoy the break and stay safe,
Mrs Quadir
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Our Value Winners

As the half term draws to a close, we have enjoyed a busy and rewarding
few weeks filled with learning, achievement and memorable moments.
A special highlight was our school values celebration, where six children

were recognised for truly living our values by being motivational,
aspirational, resilient, inclusive, successful and hope-filled. Well done

to our very deserving winners — we are incredibly proud of you all!
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Our Learning
The nursery has had a fantastic two weeks learning about the life cycle of a chick. It

has been a wonderful experience for the children to observe the chicks as they
hatched and began to grow. They have shown great interest and excitement

throughout, and it has been lovely to see them using such kind and caring hands
when holding the chicks.  
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Our Learning
In Art this term, Year 1 explored Native American masks as inspiration for their

creative work. The children looked closely at the shapes, patterns and bold colours
used in traditional designs, and discussed how artists use line, colour and symbols

to communicate meaning.

They then designed and created their own masks, carefully cutting, colouring and
assembling their pieces. The pupils showed fantastic creativity and concentration,

and were very proud of their finished artwork.
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Our Learning
This week, Year 3 have been inspired by the artist Andy Goldsworthy.

The children explored his work and used natural materials such as
leaves, sticks, and stones to create their own prints. They showed

fantastic creativity and curiosity as they experimented with different
shapes, textures, and colours.

It was lovely to see the children so engaged in their learning, carefully
selecting materials and proudly sharing their creations with their
friends. The classroom was full of excitement, and the final prints

looked wonderful. Well done, Year 3, for your brilliant artistic effort!
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Our Learning
This week, Year 3 have been busy investigating soil as part of their

Science learning. The children explored different types of soil up close,
using magnifying glasses to carefully observe what it looked like and
what it contained. They showed fantastic curiosity, asking thoughtful
questions and making exciting discoveries as they worked together.

It was wonderful to see the children so engaged and enthusiastic,
taking on the role of young scientists. They demonstrated excellent

teamwork and observation skills, and thoroughly enjoyed exploring the
natural world. Well done, Year 3, for your brilliant scientific thinking and

investigation!
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Mental Health Week
This week, our school has been taking part in Children’s Mental Health

Week. Children across the school have explored the importance of
recognising their feelings, supporting one another, and understanding

that everyone belongs and is valued.

Year 4 engaged brilliantly with the activities, showing thoughtful
reflection and kindness as they discussed wellbeing and how to look

after themselves and others. It was wonderful to see such mature
conversations and a strong sense of respect and empathy. Well done to

all of our children for embracing this important week so positively.
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Our Learning
Year 6 have been fully immersed in their World War I unit through their
class text, Stay Where You Are and Then Leave. Children have explored
life in the trenches and the experiences of soldiers, showing excellent

maturity and empathy in their discussions.

In writing, pupils have produced powerful letters from the perspective
of soldiers on the Western Front, using rich description and historical

detail. They have also explored wartime idioms such as “Keep the home
fires burning,” showing a strong understanding of how language

reflects life during the war.

We are very proud of the effort, thought, and care Year 6 have shown
throughout this unit.
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Nurture Update
Our Nurture Group at Willow had a wonderful time making their own

smoothies using fresh fruit kindly provided by Lidl. The children enjoyed
choosing their ingredients, preparing the fruit, and creating their own

delicious combinations.

It was a lovely opportunity to build independence, try new foods, and
enjoy a shared experience together.
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Great Mathematicians
As part of Maths Week, children have been working hard on their Great

Mathematician posters, and it has been wonderful to see their enthusiasm
and creativity shine through. They explored the lives and achievements of
influential mathematicians, presenting their learning with care and pride.

The finished posters look fantastic, and it is clear how much effort the
children have put into their work. Well done to everyone who took part — you

should be very proud of yourselves!
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The winners of the Great Mathematician Poster competition are:
Insha of 1H

Jasmyn of 1K
Inaya of 1K

Amanat of 2DS
Devishi of 3B
Abeeha of 3B

Matthew of 3K
Nagulan of 4BG

Haashir of 4J
Willow of 5M
Anaya of 5H
Aryan of 6H

Thaneshka of 6B
Rosa-Mae of Willow Tree
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Willow Primary Goes
Entrepreneurial!

On Friday 6th February, the whole school took part in a Young Enterprise
afternoon to learn about financial literacy. Pupils worked creatively and

collaboratively to plan, make, and present a range of products, while also
developing an understanding of money management and entrepreneurship.
They decided what to cook and made sandwiches, muffin pizzas, smoothies,

fruit kebabs with a chocolate fountain, cupcakes, and even friendship bracelets
using recycled materials.

The winning year group will keep the prize money and decide collectively how to
spend it on their class, giving them hands-on experience of teamwork and

decision-making. Congratulations to Year 3!

It was a fantastic opportunity for children to build confidence, resilience, and
practical life skills while having fun.
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Back to School, Back to
Maths!

As part of Maths Week, parents were invited to join live maths lessons to
see how maths is taught at Willow Primary. They experienced

interactive activities, problem-solving, and creative approaches to
learning, gaining a real insight into classroom practice.

Parents provided positive feedback, highlighting how engaging and
inspiring the lessons were, and how much their children enjoy maths.

“Thanks for the opportunity today. It was helpful and very much
appreciated”

“Everything was good. The method of teaching maths was brilliant. Miss
Sasson’s teaching is appreciated.”

“Very informative and happy to take part in this”

It was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate learning, showcase our
teaching approaches, and strengthen home-school connections.
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 Willow Team Triumph!
On 5th February, our Willow team took part in a basketball festival in

Reading… and won all five matches! 

The children showed amazing teamwork, skill, and determination
throughout the day. 

Well done to the Willow team for representing our school so brilliantly! 
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Our Sportpersonship
On 12th February, the Willow team took part in the Berkshire Hockey
Tournament, the largest school tournament in the county. The team

experienced a mix of results, including some losses, draws, and a
fantastic win against Castleview, our friendly partners who cheered us

on throughout. The players supported each other and showed great
determination and teamwork.

Special thanks to the Berkshire Hockey Association for their support. 
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Our Sportpersonship
Our Year 1 & 2 gymnastics team achieved a historic 1st place at the

Beechwood competition — improving on last year’s silver to bring home
gold this year! 🌟

Our Year 3 & 4 team also performed brilliantly, finishing 4th against
strong competition. 👏

We are incredibly proud of all our gymnasts for representing Marish so
brilliantly. 💙
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Year 2: 91.36%

Year 4: 94.24%

Year 5: 93.44%

Issue 86 - Feb 2026

Reception: 90.11%

Year 1: 91.84%

Year 3: 94.66%

Year 6: 95.42%

Our attendance..

Below 90%: Serious Concern

95-90%: Cause for Concern

96-100%: WELL DONE!

Far too much time missed. Big impact
on learning. Serious impact on

academic success. This must improve.

Negatively affecting academic
success. Some gaps appearing.

Let’s aim higher.

Achieving full potential. Excellent
effort! You’re smashing it!

Our target is 96%

Attendance Statistics
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Let’s see which
year groups meet

our target next
half term!
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Language of the Month
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Parent Notices
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Active Lifestyles
Crush and Squirt's Turtle Travel
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Whoa dude! It's time to catch a wave like Crush and Squirt, can you
make it onto the right current?

Players: 1 or more
Where to play? Indoors or outdoors



Active Lifestyles
Mini apple and banana muffins recipe
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Muffins are very easy to make, and they're perfect for breakfast or a
snack on the go. You can freeze them too, so you don't have to eat them

all at once!
Prep: 20 mins
Cook: 25 mins

Makes 12

Ingredients
150g plain flour
1.5 teaspoons baking powder
50g caster sugar
100ml semi-skimmed milk
1 egg
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
(optional)
40g lower-fat spread, melted
1 medium apple, peeled,
cored and chopped
1 medium banana, mashed

Method
1.Preheat the oven to 200C (fan 180C, gas mark

6). Put 12 paper cases into a bun tray.
2.Sift the flour and baking powder into a mixing

bowl, then stir in the sugar.
3.Information:
4.If you like, add half a teaspoon of ground

mixed spice or ground cinnamon to the flour
and sugar mixture.

5.Put the milk, egg, vanilla extract and melted
spread in a jug and beat together with a whisk.
Add the wet mix to the dry ingredients, then
add the apple and mashed banana. Stir until
just combined. Do not overmix.

6.Spoon the mixture into the paper cases and
bake for 20 to 25 minutes, until the muffins
have risen and turned golden. Carefully
remove the muffins in their paper cases from
the bun try, and leave to cool on a wire rack.

7. Information:
8.To freeze, make sure the muffins have

completely cooled then pop them in a freezer
bag. Make sure to squeeze out as much air
from the bag as possible!



Some Useful Information
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Some Useful Information
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Some Useful Information
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Lidl Workshop
Following on from our recent Lidl workshop, please

see the following coupon for free fresh fruit. You can
scan the QR code to access this.
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