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Message from the 
Senior Leadership Team

Dear Parents & Carers,

As we come to the end of another busy and 
rewarding year, we would like to extend our 
heartfelt thanks to you for your continued 
partnership, encouragement, and support. Working 
together with our families makes such a positive 
difference to the children’s learning and wellbeing, 
and we are truly grateful for all that you do.

Merry Christmas,
Miss Court

The festive season has brought a wonderful sense of joy and togetherness 
across our schools. Our Christmas celebrations have been a real highlight, 
from the fantastic Christmas productions that showcased the children’s 
confidence, creativity, and hard work, to the joyful singing and classroom 
festivities that filled our school with seasonal cheer.

A special thank you goes to everyone who supported our winter fetes. 
Thanks to your generosity, we raised an incredible £6,000 profit, which 
will go towards new playground equipment for our children to enjoy at 
both schools. This is a fantastic achievement and a true reflection of what 
we can accomplish together as a school community.

Thank you once again for your ongoing support throughout the year. We 
wish you and your family a happy and restful break, and we look forward 
to continuing our partnership together in 2026.
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Christmas festivities
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A visit from Santa brought big smiles and festive magic to 
everyone. 
We also say a heartfelt goodbye and thank you to Miss 
Graham, who kindly returned to support us for half a term 
and Miss Dowe, one of our deputy heads, who is leaving us 
to travel and spend more time with her daughter. She has 
worked with us for 10 years and we are truly grateful for her 
time and positive impact on our community.
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Christmas Unwrapped
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Year 6 had a fantastic time at the Christmas Unwrapped 
workshops! Marish children visited Langley Free Church, while 
Willow children attended St. Paul's Church in Slough. It was an 

enjoyable experience for all.



Marish Academy Trust Newsletter 
NewsletterIssue 85 - Dec 2025

Marish Nursery Festive Sing-Along
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Willow Nursery Stay & Play
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Willow Reception and Willow Tree 
Christmas Performance
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Marish Year 1 & 2 Christmas Performance
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Willow Year 1 & 2 Christmas Performance
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Marish Year 3 & 4 Christmas Performance
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Willow Year 3 & 4 Christmas Performance
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Marish Year 5 & 6 Christmas Performance
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Willow Year 5 & 6 Christmas Performance
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Marish Christmas Dinner

Page 14Issue 85 - Dec 2025



Marish Academy Trust Newsletter 
NewsletterIssue 85 - Dec 2025

Willow Christmas Dinner
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Marish Winter Fete

Page 16Issue 85 - Dec 2025



Marish Academy Trust Newsletter 
NewsletterIssue 85 - Dec 2025

Willow Winter Fete
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Our value winners
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As the term draws to a close, we have enjoyed a wonderful 
season of festivities filled with excitement and cheer. A 
special highlight was our school values celebration, where 
six lucky children showed how they have been motivational, 
aspirational, resilient, inclusive, successful and hope-filled. 
Well done to our worthy winners!
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In SU3, children enjoyed a term 
full of adventures and fun 

activities. From sensory stories 
to sensory play, and from art 
activities to individual work, 

the children were fully engaged 
and learning at their own pace 

and in their own style.
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Year 1 pupils enjoyed an exciting local walk as part of their Geography learning. 
They identified physical features such as open fields and trees, and explored 
human features including Tesco, a greengrocer, a fabric store, a pharmacy, 

dental and medical centres, and a BP fuel station.

During the walk, the children applied their directional knowledge, using what 
they had learned in class to navigate the local area. Back in the classroom, they 
took part in lively discussions about how these places support the community, 
from providing food and fuel to meeting everyday needs. Seeing these features 

in real life helped pupils to develop observational skills, broaden their 
vocabulary, and make clear links between classroom learning and the world 

around them, making Geography engaging, meaningful, and memorable.
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The children made thoughtful thank you cards for Author Tori, expressing their 
appreciation and reflecting on what they had enjoyed and learned from the visit.
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SU9 and Willow Tree children had a fantastic time at the SEND Boccia 
Competition! With 19 teams from 13 schools, they behaved exceptionally well, 
enjoyed the experience, and performed brilliantly. Marish’s SU9 team won 3 of 

their 5 matches, with 1 draw and just 1 loss. The Willow Tree team went 
unbeaten in their 4 matches leading to the quarter-finals, losing only once. 

Well done to all the children for their effort and sportsmanship!
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WILLOW HOCKEY MATCH
On 4th December, Willow’s hockey 
teams enjoyed an exciting evening 
at Slough Hockey Club, taking part 

in a joint training session with 
Castleview followed by two 

competitive fixtures. Both teams 
won their matches, and the 
children demonstrated great 

teamwork, sportsmanship, and 
confidence. It was a fantastic 

opportunity to gain experience and 
have fun ahead of the Berkshire 

tournament. 

MARISH GIRLS FOOTBALL
The girls' football team played their 

first league match of the year on 
3rd December and came away with 

a well-fought 2-1 win. A special 
mention goes to Faryal in Year 6, 
who was awarded Player of the 

Match. 
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Lidl Foodies Visit Willow – A Tasty Tuesday for Year 2!

Year 2 pupils at Willow enjoyed an exciting visit from the Lidl Foodies Team. Lidl Foodies is a 
free initiative for primary schools designed to encourage children aged 4–7 to discover and 
enjoy fruit and vegetables while learning about healthy eating in a fun and engaging way.

The children had a fantastic time exploring a wide variety of fruits and vegetables — describing 
them, tasting them, and even trying some new favourites! Adding to the fun, two members of 
the visiting team came dressed as a giant strawberry and a giant pea, much to the delight of 

the pupils.
Every child and member of staff received a cotton Lidl bag to take home, and Lidl kindly made 

a generous £500 donation to the school.
A big thank you to the Lidl Foodies Team for such an enjoyable and informative experience!
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Timings of the School Day from December

Soft start is from 8:15am to 8:30am for all year groups except Nursery.

SEN Unit:
Nursery:
Nursery full time (Marish)
Reception:
Year 1 and Year 2:
Year 3 and Year 4:
Year 5 and Year 6:

Doors open 8:15am to 8:45am and then at 3:00pm 
8:00 – 11:00am and 12:00pm – 3:00pm 
8:00am – 3:00pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:25pm
8:30am – 3:25pm

Fees for Breakfast club and Meerkats

Ensure that you drop your child off at the designated entrance. Do not leave 
them unsupervised on the school grounds.

Full time only sessions, £2, parents still need to order and pay for school dinner in addition 
to this.
If you would like your child to attend Breakfast club or Meerkats you will need to apply for a 
space.  For more information or an application form, enquire at the school office.

Please note, there is a different payment schedule for Pupil Premium/ Free School Meal 
pupils. Please contact the office before applying.

All pupils must be booked in advance otherwise they will not be allowed to attend. If your 
child attends Meerkats without a booking you will be charged the late fee.
Children must not attend Breakfast Club without a booking as numbers are limited. Please 
book a week in advance.

You are required to sign your child in to Breakfast Club and out of Meerkats each day.

Meerkats & Wombats Before 4pm After 4pm

£2 £5

Breakfast Club £1 per day -

Late collection £5 per 15 minutes -
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Playground Fundraising Initiative

We are excited to share that both schools will be fundraising throughout the year to 
support the purchase of new playground equipment. A variety of events will be held across 
the year to help us reach this goal. We look forward to your support and involvement in 
these upcoming activities.

A Polite Reminder to Parents and Carers

We kindly request that no dogs (or any other pets) are brought onto 
the school premises, even if they are being carried.

Please also ensure that bikes and scooters are not ridden anywhere 
within the school grounds. There have been a few concerns raised 
about near accidents involving pedestrians. When leaving bikes in 
the designated bike area, please make sure they are securely locked.

Additionally, we ask all parents and carers to be considerate of our neighbours during drop -
off and pick-up times. Please park responsibly and drive calmly and safely around the 
school.

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us maintain a safe and respectful environment 
for everyone.
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Marish School Uniform
Our Marish school uniform is:

• Red Sweatshirt or cardigan

• Navy blue trousers, shorts or skirt

• White shirt or polo shirt

• Black sensible shoes (no boots, high heels or platforms)

• (Nursery – the above with dark coloured jogging bottoms)

• PE Kit – plain red T-Shirt (round neck or polo), navy/black shorts.

• A dark tracksuit (plain or with a small logo) to wear over the PE Kit for 

outdoor lessons in cold weather. Trainers/plimsolls are needed for all PE lessons.

All items of clothing must be clearly labelled with the child’s name.

The only jewellery allowed is one small stud in each ear, a watch and that which is 

a specific religious requirement. These must all be removed for PE. The child must 

take full responsibility for looking after these items. the school will accept no 

responsibility for their loss or damage.

PE and Games – PE is not an optional subject, it is a part of the national 

curriculum.

Swimming in KS2 – Swimming is not an optional subject. A letter with swimming 

costume requirements will be sent when your child is in year 4.
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Willow School Uniform
Our Willow school uniform is:

• Green Sweatshirt or cardigan

• Navy blue trousers, shorts or skirt

• White shirt or polo shirt

• Black sensible shoes (no boots, high heels or platforms)

• (Nursery – the above with dark coloured jogging bottoms)

• PE Kit – plain white T-Shirt (round neck or polo), navy/black shorts.

• A dark tracksuit (plain or with a small logo) to wear over the PE Kit for 

outdoor lessons in cold weather. Trainers/plimsolls are needed for all PE lessons.

All items of clothing must be clearly labelled with the child’s name.

The only jewellery allowed is one small stud in each ear, a watch and that which is 

a specific religious requirement. These must all be removed for PE. The child must 

take full responsibility for looking after these items. the school will accept no 

responsibility for their loss or damage.

PE and Games – PE is not an optional subject, it is a part of the national 

curriculum.

Swimming in KS2 – Swimming is not an optional subject. A letter with swimming 

costume requirements will be sent when your child is in year 4.
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Activities to keep fit at home
Exercise: LeFou's Line-up

Players: 3 or more

Where to play? Indoor or Outdoors

How to play
1. Choose 1 person to pretend to be LeFou. All other players play the 

villagers, who put their hands on each other's shoulders to form a 
long line.

2. LeFou makes up a dance move, and everyone else copies him.

3. The villager behind LeFou repeats the first move, then adds a new 
move to the dance routine. Everyone else copies.

4. Keep going until everyone has added a move.

5. If anyone messes up, you must all start again. If you complete it, 
choose a new person to pretend to be LeFou.
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Preparation time – 10 mins
Cooking time - 8 mins
Makes – 14 slices

Ingredients 

• 2 teaspoons vegetable oil
• 100g popping corn
• 2 egg whites
• 2 teaspoons unsweetened cocoa 

powder
• 65g dried cherries, chopped

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/chocolate-cherry-popcorn-cakes/

CHOC CHERRY POPCORN CAKES

Method
1. Preheat the oven to 180C (fan oven 160C, gas mark 4). Put 14 paper bun cases into 

bun trays.

2. Heat the vegetable oil in a large heavy-based saucepan with a tight-fitting lid. Add 
the popping corn, put the lid on and shake the pan to coat the kernels in the oil. Put 
the pan over a medium-high heat. The kernels will begin to pop, and when they do, 
carefully shake the pan occasionally.

3. When the popping stops, remove the pan from the heat. Cool for 5 minutes.

4. Whisk the egg whites and cocoa powder together in a large bowl. Stir in the cooled 
popcorn and dried cherries, and then share the mixture between the bun cases.

5. Bake for 8 to 10 minutes until set, and leave to cool.

A few popcorn kernels probably won't pop – just remove them.

You could use sultanas or dried apricots instead of cherries.

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/chocolate-cherry-popcorn-cakes/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/chocolate-cherry-popcorn-cakes/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/chocolate-cherry-popcorn-cakes/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/chocolate-cherry-popcorn-cakes/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/chocolate-cherry-popcorn-cakes/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/chocolate-cherry-popcorn-cakes/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/chocolate-cherry-popcorn-cakes/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/chocolate-cherry-popcorn-cakes/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/chocolate-cherry-popcorn-cakes/
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Dec  2025

Reception: 86.4%

Year 1: 88.8%

Year 2: 90.5%

Year 3: 94.7%

Year 4: 90.3% 

Year 5: 92.9%

Year 6: 88.9%

Target: 96%

Dec  2025

Reception: 91.03%

Year 1: 96.0%

Year 2: 95.5%

Year 3: 95.2%

Year 4: 94.1%

Year 5: 95.4%

Year 6: 95.0%

Target: 96%

Marish Willow 

November’s 100% 
attendance

 reward was a pack of 
a popcorn!
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