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Message from the 
Senior Leadership Team

Dear Parents & Carers,

As we welcome the fresh energy of spring, I am
reminded of the vibrancy and enthusiasm that make
our schools so special. Having been part of Marish
Academy Trust for 13 years, I continue to be inspired
by the dedication of our staff, the resilience of our
children, and the incredible support from our
families.

Warm regards
Mrs Hothi
Assistant Headteacher

Our ethos has always been to create an environment where learning is a
continuous process, full of exploration and excitement. Just as nature
prepares to bloom, we encourage our children to flourish in their
learning, embracing each new challenge with positivity and enthusiasm.

Last week, we were thrilled to celebrate World Book Week, a wonderful
opportunity for our children to dive into the joy of reading. We had a
range of exciting activities planned, including special book-themed
events, competitions, and an opportunity for the children to come
dressed as their favourite book characters. We hope this has inspired a
lifelong love of reading and imagination in our children.

Thank you for your continued support as we move into this vibrant new
season of learning together.
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Last week at Marish Academy Trust, we celebrated World Book Week 
with exciting activities, including an author visit, PJ story time, an 
online book day event, and sharing traditional tales. Students also 
took part in a cover design competition, "Book in a Jar," bookmark 
creations, the Ultimate Book Champion battle, and a "Guess the 
Book" challenge, making it a fun and engaging week for all! 
Here are glimpses of World Book Week.
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World Book Day
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World Book Day – SEN Unit
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The children in the SEN Unit are learning 
about fairy tales. They have been acting out 
the story of The Three Little Pigs, making 
masks, and attempting to blow down each of 
the houses. 
In Maths, they are learning about the value of 
money.
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The Nursery children have 
been carefully looking after 
their duckling eggs and were 
thrilled to watch them hatch! 
They have been taking great 
care of their new pets and will 
be introducing them to a pool 
of water together this week.
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The children in the Art Club have all enjoyed painting with acrylic 
paint on canvas. They have been learning how to use a paintbrush 
to create different effects. They completed their paintings over six 
sessions and are very proud of their work! 
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MFL - WELSH
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PE

Marish Y2 children are having dance sessions with Creative Academy.  
They are excited to learn from dedicated teachers, bringing incredible 
energy and enthusiasm to each session! 

The Willow hockey 
team enjoyed their 
experience at the 
Berkshire Schools’  
In2Hockey 
Tournament at 
Reading/Sonning 
Hockey Club
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PE Competitions

What a great day of football at Marish! The tournament brought together Marish, 
Willow, Langley Hall, Langley Heritage, Godolphin, Holy Family, and St Ethelbert’s, 
creating an exciting and competitive atmosphere.
The teams had the chance to play multiple games, making the most of the day. 
Schools appreciated the opportunity, and the event was a brilliant experience for all 
involved. Well done to everyone who took part!

Marish played their first netball match of the year against St Mary’s. The girls 
showed incredible teamwork, resilience, and determination from start to finish.
Their hard work paid off with a fantastic performance, and the team is eager to 
keep playing and improving even more. 
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Activities to keep fit at home
Exercise: Mr Incredible's Big Jump Race

Players: 1 or more

Where to play? Outdoors

How to play

1. Mark out a course to jump along and pretend you're preparing for 
some incredible action. Make sure you can jump from 1 mark to 
another and they are not too far apart.

2. Get ready.... Leap! Start jumping along the course. If you're playing 
with friends, take it in turns.

3. Keep bouncing until you reach the end.

4. Now go again! Add extra challenges, like making the course longer, 
making the gaps bigger, jumping using your other leg, leapfrogging 
over your friends or trying to beat your time. Keep leaping for 10 
minutes!
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Method:

1. Melt the spread in a large saucepan and gently cook the onion for 2 to 3 
minutes, until starting to soften.

2. Add the potatoes and stock. Bring to the boil, then turn down the heat and 
simmer, part-covered, for about 20 minutes, or until the potatoes are tender.

3. Add the sweetcorn (drained if tinned), milk and chicken, and cook gently for 3 
or 4 minutes, stirring often.

4. Add the cornflour mixture and stir until thickened. Add the parsley (if using) 
and cook for another few moments. Ladle into bowls. Can be served with rolls.

Preparation time - 15 mins
Cooking time - 25 mins
Serves - 4 

Ingredients 

• 15g lower-fat spread
• 1 small onion, finely chopped
• 250g potatoes, scrubbed and chopped into small chunks
• 600ml reduced-salt vegetable stock
• 100g sweetcorn (fresh or tinned)
• 100g cooked chicken, chopped
• 300ml semi-skimmed milk
• 2 tablespoons cornflour, mixed with 2 tablespoons cold water
• 2 tablespoons fresh parsley, chopped
• 1 pinch ground black pepper

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/chicken-and-sweetcorn-soup/

CHUNKY CHICKEN AND SWEETCORN SOUP RECIPE

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/chicken-and-sweetcorn-soup/
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March  2025

Reception: 90.43%

Year 1: 93.83%

Year 2: 93.96%

Year 3: 94.41%

Year 4: 96.57% 

Year 5: 96.51%

Year 6: 91.75%

Target: 96%

March  2025

Reception: 94.24%

Year 1: 92.83%

Year 2: 96.83%

Year 3: 95.93%

Year 4: 94.83%

Year 5: 97.59%

Year 6: 95.33%

Target: 96%

Marish Willow 

Last month’s 100% 
attendance

reward was a pack of 
a biscuits!
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Date Session Staff Lead Venue

11/3/25

Tuesday

Reception Stay and Read 
session

Invite only

EYFS team

EYFS team
In Reception classrooms

All workshops will take place in the school hall. Pupils are welcome to attend with 
their parents and there is no requirement to reserve a place, all parents are welcome.

Junior Librarian

The junior librarians 
were given a challenge 
ahead of World Book 
Day: Find a book for £1.
They explored charity 
shops and budget 
bookshops with sales 
and returned with some 
fantastic bargains, which 
they have kindly 
donated to the library's 
book collection.
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Timings of the School Day from December

Soft start is from 8:15am to 8:30am for all year groups except Nursery.

SEN Unit:
Nursery:
Nursery full time (Marish)
Reception:
Year 1 and Year 2:
Year 3 and Year 4:
Year 5 and Year 6:

Doors open 8:15am to 8:45am and then at 3:00pm 
8:00 – 11:00am and 12:00pm – 3:00pm 
8:00am – 3:00pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:25pm
8:30am – 3:25pm

Fees for Breakfast club and Meerkats

Ensure that you drop your child off at the designated entrance. Do not leave 
them unsupervised on the school grounds.

Full time only sessions, £2, parents still need to order and pay for school dinner in addition 
to this.
If you would like your child to attend Breakfast club or Meerkats you will need to apply for a 
space.  For more information or an application form, enquire at the school office.

Please note, there is a different payment schedule for Pupil Premium/ Free School Meal 
pupils. Please contact the office before applying.

All pupils must be booked in advance otherwise they will not be allowed to attend. If your 
child attends Meerkats without a booking you will be charged the late fee.
Children must not attend Breakfast Club without a booking as numbers are limited. Please 
book a week in advance.

You are required to sign your child in to Breakfast Club and out of Meerkats each day.

Meerkats Before 4pm After 4pm

£2 £5

Breakfast Club £1 per day -

Late collection £5 per 15 minutes -
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School Uniform

Our Trust school uniform consists of: 

• Red/Green sweatshirt or cardigan (Red for Marish and Green for Willow) 

• Navy blue trousers, shorts or skirt

• White shirt or polo shirt

• Black smart shoes (no boots, high heels or platforms)

• Nursery – the above with grey or black jogging bottoms

• PE Kit – red plain round neck T-shirt, black shorts or jogging bottoms

• A plain black tracksuit to wear over the PE kit for outdoor lessons in cold weather. 

Trainers/plimsolls will work for outside lessons

• Swimming is a part of the Year 4 curriculum and pupils are expected to have appropriate swim 

wear with a swimming hat

All items of clothing must be clearly labelled with the child’s name.
The only jewellery allowed is one small stud in each ear, a watch and that which is a specific 

religious requirement. These must all be removed for PE. The child must take full responsibility for 
looking after these items. the school will accept no responsibility for their loss or damage.
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