
Willow Primary School
Proud of Our International School 
Award (ISA) 2nd Reaccreditation



• At Willow Primary School, we are able to offer our children a range of experiences that enhance 
their national and international identity as global citizens 

• This global dimension in our curriculum is reflected in the attitudes and values of our children, 
our staff and our wider community.

• Our students are nurtured to become responsible, international minded and well-rounded young 
people who are ready to embrace the challenges of the 21st century. We aim to provide them 
with an awareness of countries, cultures and languages other than their own. This increases our 
pupils’ respect of their own culture and that of others. Whilst developing an interest in others’ 
ways of doing things and a healthy sense of curiosity about differences, they also learn to 
challenge stereotypes. 

• At Willow Primary School, the international and cultural education of our pupils is carefully 
planned throughout the school year and is embedded across the curriculum rather than being 
delivered in the form of stand-alone isolated activities. Our curriculum is rich with an array of 
well embedded international focused activities including weekly MFL lessons and international 
partnerships with schools around the world. 

• As a result, every single subject taught in our school throughout the key stages has at least one 
topic that incorporates an international dimension. We also are excited about our international 
partnership with link school in Spain and our new international partnership in Ghana. This gives 
our students an opportunity to learn about equal opportunities, racial equalities, community 
cohesion as well as global citizenship. 

• To celebrate and recognise our commitment to develop and embed an international dimension in 
our curriculum, Willow Primary School was awarded the prestigious International School Award 
by the British Council since 2019 and reaccredited again in 2021.   



Here are some great examples of learning 
activities with an international dimension within 

our curriculum:



Cross- Curricular International Activity:
Year 6 – The Ancient Greeks



As part of our now embedded international dimension, Year 6 explore 
the topic of Ancient Greeks.

Within this topic our pupils investigate, explore and discover a range of 
aspects from this period in History. Children also reflect on how life in 
modern day Greece and across the world is still inspired by the 
discoveries made at that time.

The work completed by our pupils include: design and sculpture of 
Ancient Greek pottery ; investigations of Pi; research and creation of 
their own Greek gods or goddesses; exploring the lives of Spartans and 
Athenians and reflecting on similarities and differences with life in 
Modern Britain.



Euro 2024 International Activity: 
Whole school Geography competition



To capitalise on the excitement around the Euro 2024 Cup Final this summer 
our geography team planned an exciting geography competition. All the 
classes in our from school EYFS to Year 6, were allocated a European country 
from those taking part in the Euro 2024 to research. Each class competed 
with the other classes in the same phase and the winners from each phase 
had different prices lined up for them. The children were given 3 weeks to 
work on their class project. 

Every class was given one afternoon by their class teacher to research and 
plan their project. Children were encouraged to be as creative and as 
informative as they could possibly be. There were no particular 
requirements as to how each lass decides to present their project or what 
information to include. 
The entries included PowerPoint presentations, posters, leaflets and 3D 
artefacts.



Community Languages International Activity: 
International Language of the Month



Each month, a new language spoken by our school 
community or our partner school(s) is selected to be 
included in the school newsletter. 

This introduces the language, explores its geographical 
location, gives some fun facts about the country of origin 
and teaches short phrases, which can then be used with the 
children. 

Children can discuss this new knowledge with their 
teachers, family and the community around them. 

This language is also encouraged to be uses for greetings 
around the school.



International Partnership Activity: 
Year 4 Spanish – Family and Personal Identity



As part of their Spanish lessons, Year 4 have studied the topic of personal identity 

and family. 

They started off by revising personal identity questions. They then moved onto 

learning individual words for people in their family and learned how to write basic 

sentences introducing their family in Spanish. The students started by drawing their 

family and labelling different family members in Spanish using 2 word phrases, then 

moved onto introducing each family member using a simple sentence, They finally 

challenged themselves by writing about their family using more complex sentence  

structures. 

Following on from this, a conference call was held between pupils from Willow 

Primary School and Santo Tomas de Aquino, in Majorca, Spain. Children asked each 

other questions about their family in English and in Spanish. When this was all 

completed, both schools exchanged questions and answers in their written form. 



MFL International Activity:
Year 5 French – Dans ma rue principale



As part of their French lessons, Year 5 studied the topic 
of the High Street. 

They started off by learning individual words for places 
in the town and then learned how to write sentences 
using these words. The students began by forming 
basic sentences with a fronted adverbial and a verb 
and progressed to writing sentences including position 
of these places and adjectives describing them. 

The culmination was an extended piece of writing 
describing their local high street which the students 
then presented to their peers … all in French. 



Reading International Activity:

KS2 Familiar Stories in French and Spanish



The Freshwater Theatre Company visited our school to deliver exciting 
MFL workshops to all pupils in KS2. These workshops lasted 
approximately an hour each and consisted of the pupils watching and 
acting out the scenes of some well-known fairy tales in Spanish/ 
French. 

We chose these particular workshops because sharing stories in French 
and Spanish fits well in the MFL curriculum and the wider reading 
curriculum at Marish Academy Trust and there were also some follow-
up work after the . 

Year 6 studied Little Red Riding Hood in French later on in the year 
within the topic of 'Ma Famille'. 

Elsewhere in the curriculum, familiar stories in French and Spanish 
including the ones shared in the workshops as well as others were also 
included in other events such as a pyjama story-telling event on Book 
Week.



Year 1 Literacy International Activity 
Pattan's Pumpkin



As part of our now embedded international dimension, year 1 
explored a range of literature set and based in different 
countries, exposing them to different ways of life and 
cultures. 

Within this particular topic children explored and discovered a 
range of aspects about Kerala, Southern India, where Pattan’s 
Pumpkin is set and discussed who might live there and what 
they might do. Works created included a diary entry and a 
story. 

This was a great opportunity for children to explore different 
ways of life, learn and discuss what they could see in the 
illustrations and develop a wide range of new vocabulary. 



International Partnership Activity:
Year 3 Mini concert



Throughout the course of the year, Year 3 were 
taught how to sing many songs in Spanish to aid 
their learning. 

This helped cement understanding of familiar 
vocabulary in a different language. 

Towards the end of the term, the pupils recorded 
singing several different songs. These were 
shown to other classes throughout the school and 
also shared with our partner school in Spain. 

Our partner school has also shared with us their 
students performing songs in English.



Year 2 Art International Activity:
Van Gogh & Matisse



Year 2 pupils learnt that Van Gogh moved to Paris as many artists lived 
and worked there at the time. They looked at many of his paintings 
such as ‘Café Terrace at Night’ and ‘Vase with 15 Sunflowers’.

Looking at these paintings, the children compared and contrasted  
France and England. They also compared what was painted as well as 
the techniques and colours used, before focussing on two paintings. 

Similarly, when studying Matisse, pupils learnt that Henri Matisse was 
a French artist and designer known for his use of colour and shape. 
They looked at some of his paintings such as  ‘Woman in a Hat’ and 
‘The Dessert: Harmony in Red’ (1908) 

After discussing these paintings, they gave their opinion on other 
works of art by Matisse and discussed similarities and differences 
between the paintings. They then moved on to looking at examples of 
his collages before creating their own. 



International Partnership Activity:

Getting to know a school in Ghana!



We are very excited about our partnership with Okyere Academy in 
Kumawu, Ghana!

In the summer 2024, we exchanged photos of our schools and local 
area and started a pen pal scheme with our children writing their first 
physical 'real' letters in which they introduced themselves, their school 
and their town and asked some very thoughtful questions to get to 
know their counterparts in July. 

Some of our children have donated some of their old school uniforms 
and have received some lovely photos of students wearing these. 

The children are now eagerly awaiting for the responses which we are 
hoping to receive soon.



Thank you reading about some of the exciting 
international learning activities our children and 
school community engage in throughout the 
academic year!

Here are some more examples of activities with an 
international dimension at Willow amongst others:

•Reception MFL taster lessons.

•Year 3 History - Ancient Egypt.


