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Dear Parents & Carers,
Welcome back to our new academic year 2024-25.
As always there is a great deal to celebrate and
look forward to. Just take a look at our website
and twitter tweets.

At a national level, change is afoot, with a new

Message from the 
Senior Leadership Team

Mrs Denham and Miss Court

government and long hoped for changes to Ofsted
Inspections, but here at Marish Academy Trust we will get on with the business of
educating children and supporting families, especially those experiencing
challenges.

We acknowledge that many parents will be anxious about the return to school
this year in the wake of the tragedy in Southport over the summer.
However, it is important to note the resilient community spirit that has risen up in
Southport to bring some healing and support to those suffering injury and loss.

Despite so much turmoil and strife in the world and even within our local
community, our children in both schools role model consistently how to serve
others and make a difference for good.

So, our message to you this term is one of hope and thanks. You, as parents and
carers have enabled and supported your child to be the best they can be and to
make the most of their opportunities at Willow and Marish. Our schools would not
be as successful without the positive partnership you participate in with us.

Thank you for all you have given to that partnership in the past and in advance for
your support for 2024- 25. We, the staff team and governors are very proud to be a
part of this amazing, resilient community. Most of all we are proud of our children
and we know you will be too.
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SEN Unit Update

Children in the SEN unit have settled wonderfully, adapting well to 
routines and expectations. In Literacy, they are exploring the story 
Monkey Puzzle, while in other areas, they are learning about family 
and the importance of being together as a group.
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Art Update

The children in Year 4 
have begun studying 
the work of Claude 

Monet. This week, they 
experimented with a 

simple batik technique 
using oil pastels and 
black paint. 🎨🖌️

DT Update

This half term, Year 2 
are learning the DT skills 

on Mechanisms. They 
will create their product 

(a pop-up book) 
including pull tabs, 
sliders and pop-up 

pages, including box 
folds. We are looking 
forward to evaluating 

the end product.
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Summer Holiday Projects
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MFL – Chinese/ Mandarin, 
Language of the week

Now let us learn a few phrases of Mandarin…
My name is –我叫 (wǒ jiào)
Please –请 (qǐng)
Sorry –对不起 (duì bù qǐ)
Thank you –谢谢 (xiè xie)
Good morning –早 (zǎo)
Good evening or goodnight –晚上好 (wǎn shang hǎo)

Goodbye –再见 (zài jiàn)
0 〇 [零] (líng)
1 一 [壹] (yī)
2 二 [貳] (èr / liǎng)
3 三 [叁] (sān)
4 四 [肆] (sì)

China is a 
country, in 

eastern 
Asia.

https://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/mandarin/numbers/00_mandarin.mp3
https://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/mandarin/numbers/01_mandarin.mp3
https://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/mandarin/numbers/02-1_mandarin.mp3
https://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/mandarin/numbers/02-2_mandarin.mp3
https://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/mandarin/numbers/03_mandarin.mp3
https://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/mandarin/numbers/04_mandarin.mp3
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Affordable School Uniform

Uniform Express is a community project that recycles good quality Slough Primary 
and Secondary School uniforms. They provide a means for parents and carers to buy 
good quality used school uniform at affordable prices.
Proceeds go to fund this project.

Uniform Express can be found at 

Unit 20, Observatory, near Teddy's Playtown
Mondays and Wednesdays 12:00pm – 4:00pm from Monday 22 August till Monday 
5 September.

You can get further information by visiting their website.
https://www.sloughfamilyservices.org.uk/kb5/sloughcst/directory/service.page?id=H
RU6Z1U-jDg

We have a selection of pre-loved uniforms available at the 
school. Logo items are priced at £1, and non-logo items are 50p. 

Please contact the school office for further information.

https://www.sloughfamilyservices.org.uk/kb5/sloughcst/directory/service.page?id=HRU6Z1U-jDg
https://www.sloughfamilyservices.org.uk/kb5/sloughcst/directory/service.page?id=HRU6Z1U-jDg
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Willow Club Menu

Clubs will commence on 16th September 2024 and 
conclude on 6th December 2024
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Marish Club Menu

Clubs will commence on 16th September 2024 and 
conclude on 6th December 2024
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Book Review Competition

We encourage all pupils at Marish Academy Trust to 
participate in the Reading Volunteers scheme. As part of the 
initiative, they are holding a competition and all entries must 

be submitted by 5:00 PM on Monday, 30th September.

You can download the free template by clicking on the link
https://www.schoolreaders.org/bookreview

https://www.schoolreaders.org/bookreview
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Activities to keep fit at home

Exercise: Ready, Set, Bo!

Players: 3 or more

Where to play? Indoors or outdoors

How to play
1. You will need to play this game on a carpet, grass or any other 

ground that is not slippery. Get 12 sheets of paper and write or 
colour in "red" on 3, "yellow" on 3, "blue" on 3 and "green" on 3. 
Then mix them all up and lay them out on the ground.

2. Choose 1 person to be the caller. They stand facing away from the 
players and call out a single colour at a time.

3. Each player must stretch or bend to place a hand or foot on the 
chosen colour each time they're called out, and keep it in place as 
the next one is called.

4. Keep going until someone falls over. Whoever falls first becomes the 
next caller.
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Method:
1. Put the pepper and spring onions into a large saucepan with 3 tablespoons of 

water. Cook for 2 to 3 minutes over a low heat, until the water has 
evaporated.

2. Add the beans, mushrooms and cherry tomatoes to the saucepan. Heat gently 
for 5 to 6 minutes, stirring often, until the beans are piping hot.

Information:
If you don't have any spring onions, you can always use finely chopped onion.

3. Meanwhile, toast the bread, then spread each piece with the lower-fat 
spread. Pile the beans on to the toast and serve, sprinkled with black pepper.

BRAINY BEANS ON TOAST RECIPE
Preparation time - 10 mins
Cooking time - 10 mins
Makes - 4 Servings

Ingredients 

• 1 red pepper, deseeded and finely chopped

• 4 spring onions, finely chopped

• 1 tin (420g) reduced-salt and 

reduced-sugar baked beans

• 150g mushrooms, sliced

• 16 cherry tomatoes, halved

• 4 medium slices wholemeal bread

• 4 teaspoons lower-fat spread

• freshly ground black pepper

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthy-beans-on-toast/

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthy-beans-on-toast/
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Sept 2024

Reception: 91.84%

Year 1: 94.95%

Year 2: 95.48%

Year 3: 92.00%

Year 4: 91.44% 

Year 5: 95.36%

Year 6: 87.90%

Target: 96%

Sept 2024

Reception: 93.91%

Year 1: 92.37%

Year 2: 92.54%

Year 3: 89.83%

Year 4: 92.54%

Year 5: 92.89%

Year 6: 93.33%

Target: 96%

Marish Willow 
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Timings of the School Day from September

Soft start is from 8:15am to 8:30am for all year groups except Nursery.

SEN Unit:
Nursery:
Nursery full time (Marish)
Reception:
Year 1 and Year 2:
Year 3 and Year 4:
Year 5 and Year 6:

Doors open 8:15am to 8:45am and then at 3:00pm 
8:00 – 11:00am and 12:00pm – 3:00pm 
8:00am – 3:00pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:25pm
8:30am – 3:25pm

Fees for Breakfast club and Meerkats

Ensure that you drop your child off at the designated entrance. Do not leave 
them unsupervised on the school grounds.

Full time only sessions, £2, parents still need to order and pay for school dinner in addition 
to this.
If you would like your child to attend Breakfast club or Meerkats you will need to apply for a 
space.  For more information or an application form, enquire at the school office.

Please note, there is a different payment schedule for Pupil Premium/ Free School Meal 
pupils. Please contact the office before applying.

All pupils must be booked in advance otherwise they will not be allowed to attend. If your 
child attends Meerkats without a booking you will be charged the late fee.
Children must not attend Breakfast Club without a booking as numbers are limited. Please 
book a week in advance.

You are required to sign your child in to Breakfast Club and out of Meerkats each day.

Meerkats Before 4pm After 4pm

£2 £5

Breakfast Club £1 per day -

Late collection £5 per 15 minutes -
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School Uniform

Our Trust school uniform consists of: 

• Red/Green sweatshirt or cardigan (Red for Marish and Green for Willow) 

• Navy blue trousers, shorts or skirt

• White shirt or polo shirt

• Black smart shoes (no boots, high heels or platforms)

• Nursery – the above with grey or black jogging bottoms

• PE Kit – red plain round neck T-shirt, black shorts or jogging bottoms

• A plain black tracksuit to wear over the PE kit for outdoor lessons in cold weather. 

Trainers/plimsolls will work for outside lessons

• Swimming is a part of the Year 4 curriculum and pupils are expected to have appropriate swim 

wear with a swimming hat

All items of clothing must be clearly labelled with the child’s name.
The only jewellery allowed is one small stud in each ear, a watch and that which is a specific 

religious requirement. These must all be removed for PE. The child must take full responsibility for 
looking after these items. the school will accept no responsibility for their loss or damage.
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Reading FC- Schools and Grassroots Scheme returns for 2024-25 Season

School and Grassroots fixtures are returning to the Select Car Leasing Stadium for the 2024/25 

season, giving your group the opportunity to cheer on the Royals and win fantastic prizes and 

experiences!

The first fixture of the campaign will be when Crawley Town make the visit to RG2 on Saturday 

19th October, 12.30pm.

Across the course of the last two season's more than 250 schools and clubs from Berkshire and 

the surrounding areas sold over 30,000 tickets through the scheme, which sees them earn a 

discount code which they can pass on to their students or players for specific fixtures in the 

Royals' campaign.

With Rubén Sellés' side starting to make our home a fortress, we would like nothing more than 

to see you bring your support as we look to continue a fine start! Full details of how to get 

involved can be found below so please share with all your children, friends, family and staff and 

let me know if you require any further information.

You have been invited to Reading Football Club’s 1st Schools and Grassroots Fixture of 2024-25!

When?

Reading vs Crawley Town

Saturday 19th October, 12.30pm kick off

Where?

Select Car Leasing Stadium
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1st Schools and Grassroots fixture of 2024-25 Season!

How to qualify for the discount and confirm your attendance? 

To redeem, please visit https://ticketing.readingfc.co.uk and enter the following unique coupon 

code: #WillowPrimarySchool in the basket once you have logged in and selected your tickets 

which will be discounted to the below prices: 

13 and Under: £1

17 and Under: £3

18 to 24: £5

65 and over: £5

Adult: £10

How many tickets can we purchase?

There is no limit on the number of tickets you can buy using your unique code.

Important!  This offer applies to tickets in the Eamonn Dolan Stand blocks and Y19/Y20 of the 

Sir John Madejski Stand. Coupon codes are valid up until 4 hours before kick-off.

6 great prizes to be won for your School!

Select your School here to cast your vote and be in with a chance to win one of 6 great prizes!

If you have any questions about this offer, please email sales@readingfc.co.uk or call 0118 968 

1313.

https://ticketing.readingfc.co.uk/
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