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Dear Parents & Carers,
Another academic year comes to close on
Friday of this week and once again it has been
a successful one for both Marish and Willow
schools. Despite various challenges during the
year, the children have excelled themselves
gaining particularly good phonics and KS2

Message from the 
Senior Leadership Team

Best wishes,
Mrs Denham and Miss Court

results. However, results are but one facet of what we achieve in our schools.

As a parent said in a thank you letter this week, at Marish and Willow we help
to shape the adults our children will become. With you, their parents, (and
their first and best teachers), we have the privilege of watching them progress
over seven or eight years and become confident, independent learners who
leave us, not just ready to make the most of their opportunities at secondary
school, but who will go on to be the participants and contributors in the next
generation. This is what we are most proud of.

Some of the highlights of this year have been Awards Evenings, Sports Days
including the SEND unit sports day, various productions from those performed
by the younger children at Christmas to the polished performances of Harry
Potter by both year 6 cohorts. Our PGL trip for Year 6 to the Isle of Wight had
over 100 children on it, perhaps the most we have ever taken away yet, but
here too they did us proud.

Before we know it September will be here and the cycle will start again, so we
wish you all a well earned and refreshing summer break. In the meantime,
thank you for entrusting us with your children and working as partners with us
this year once again.
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The children had a great experience visiting the farm 
animals, the dinosaurs, and the play area at Wellington 
Country Park. They enjoyed a picnic lunch.

Reception Trip to Wellington Farm
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Reception Trip to Wellington Farm
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Year 1 Trip to Iver Environment Centre

Year 1 had a wonderful time at 
the Iver Environment Centre, 
exploring nature and engaging in 
hands-on activities. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed their visit, 
learning about the environment 
in a fun and interactive way. 
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Year 2 Trip to Bournemouth

The Year 2 children had a 
fantastic time on Bournemouth 
beach; playing in the sand and 
enjoying the waves. It was a 
day full of fun activities and 
laughter by the shore!
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Year 3 students 
across the Trust 

attended the 
annual "Everyone 
Can Play" event 
hosted by the 
Slough Music 

Service. Along with 
three other 

schools, they 
showcased their 

guitar skills, which 
they have 

practiced all year. 
It was a fantastic 

day, and the 
children 

thoroughly 
enjoyed it.
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Year 4 Trip to Victoria Theatre

Year 4 students enjoyed an 
exciting visit to the New 
Victoria Theatre in Woking 
to see "Awful Auntie" by 
David Walliams! 
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Year 5 Trip to National Gallery  

Year 5 had an inspiring visit to the 
National Gallery, where they 
explored incredible works of art 
and learned about famous artists. 
It was a day filled with creativity 
and discovery! 
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Year 6 Trip to Chessington

Year 6 students had an amazing 
time at Chessington, enjoying 
thrilling rides and exciting 
attractions. It was a fun-filled 
day packed with adventure and 
memorable experiences!
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Year 6 – Production – Harry Potter

Year 6 gave a fantastic performance 
based on Harry Potter, captivating 
everyone with their magic and 
creativity! 
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Year 6 had an emotional Leavers Assembly, celebrating their 
time together with heartfelt moments. At the end of the day, 
they enjoyed a delightful garden party, filled with fun and 
laughter. 

Year 6 - Leavers Assembly & Garden Party
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Sports Activities

Over 1000 children from schools across Berkshire participated in 
the Berkshire Games at Braywick Leisure Centre in Maidenhead. 
They took part in activities ranging from archery to wheelchair 
rugby and dance. Students from Year 3 to Year 6 at Marish took 
part in the Invictus events as well as various other sports.

BERKSHIRE GAMES
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Sports Activities

The Skipping Festival at 
Eton Sports College was 
a fantastic event! The 
children had a great time 
learning new skills and 
techniques, making it a 
fun and engaging 
experience for everyone 
involved.

SKIPPING FESTIVAL

Word Millionaire

Well done to Eesa for reading an 
impressive 8,540,842 words! He received 
the Kindle prize for his outstanding 
achievement. 
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The Eco Warriors at Marish and Willow once again entered the Slough BID 
Garden in a Wagon competition this summer. Working together they designed, 
decorated and planted a garden, keeping it alive and thriving until the 
competition. The wagons were displayed in Slough High Street and judged by 
the mayor of Slough Balwinder S Dhillon. Unfortunately, we did not win a 
place. However, the Eco Warriors created a beautiful garden.

Eco Warriors
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The Trustwide Geography team recently set 
each class across both schools a challenge 
based on the current UEFA European football 
championship tournament.
As you can see the children learned about 
different cultures; they worked hard and 
produced some fabulous projects based on 
their chosen country.

Euro Projects
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MFL – Twi, Language of the week

English is the official language of 
Ghana, but Twi is spoken by

up to 8 million people in Ghana. It 
is also spoken in Côte d’Ivoire and 

in Togo. There are two major 
dialects – Ashanti and Fante.

Now let’s learn a few phrases…
• Now let’s learn a few phrases…
• Akwaaba Welcome!
• Medaase Thank you!
• Mem a wo akye Good morning!
• Mem a wo aha Good afternoon!
• Mem a wo adwo Good evening!
• Da yie Goodnight!
• Nante yie Safe journey!
• Wo din de sen? What is your name?
• Me din de Kathy My name is Kathy
• Wofi (ri) he? Where are you from?
• Mefi (ri) England I’m from England.
• Baako 1
• Mmienu 2
• Mmiensa 3

This is the flag of Ashanti.
The Ashanti people live in the 

central part of Ghana.

The capital of Ghana is Accra.
This means ‘ant hill’ in the local language.

Accra is know for its vibrant markets.



Marish Academy Trust Newsletter
NewsletterIssue 67 - July 2024

Healthy Lifestyle

Issue 67 - July 2024 Page 17

Activities to keep fit at home

Exercise: Mater's Tow Truck Trail

Players: 1 or more

Where to play? Indoors or outdoors

How to play

1. Use toys to mark out a start and finish line.

2. Get on to your hands and knees and place a ball or soft toy on your

lower back.

3. You have to get to the finish line without dropping the ball, but take

it slowly – if it falls, you need to start again!

4. Time yourself – see if you can beat your own time, or race against

friends.

5. Next time, make it harder by adding another object to your load or

moving the finish line further away.
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Method:
1. Preheat the oven to 180C (fan 160C, gas mark 4). Line a muffin tin with 8 

paper muffin cases or squares of baking paper.
2. Mix together the cooled low-fat spread, milk, vanilla extract, mashed banana, 

apple purée and eggs in a bowl.
3. In a separate large mixing bowl, combine the flour, mixed spice, sugar, 

blueberries and porridge oats.
4. Slowly tip the wet ingredients into the bowl of dry ones, gently mixing as you 

go, until combined.
5. Divide the mixture evenly between the muffin cases, then bake for 25 to 30 

minutes, until firm and golden. Remove from the oven and leave to cool on a 
wire rack.

BLUEBERRY AND BANANA MUFFINS RECIPE

Preparation time - 10 mins
Cooking time - 25 mins
Makes - 8 Muffins

Ingredients – Serves 4
• 125g lower-fat spread, melted and

cooled slightly
• 2 tablespoons semi-skimmed milk
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 2 eggs, beaten
• 1 ripe banana, mashed
• 50g unsweetened apple purée
• 100g self-raising flour
• 1 teaspoon ground mixed spice
• 50g soft brown or light muscovado sugar
• 75g dried blueberries
• 75g porridge oats

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/blueberry-and-banana-muffins/

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/blueberry-and-banana-muffins/


Marish Academy Trust Newsletter
NewsletterIssue 67 - July 2024

Attendance

Issue 67 - July 2024 Page 19

July 2024

Reception: 94.35%

Year 1: 90.51%

Year 2: 94.71%

Year 3: 93.17%

Year 4: 92.37% 

Year 5: 95.29%

Year 6: 89.19%

Target: 96%

July 2024

Reception: 83.77%

Year 1: 94.14%

Year 2: 93.67%

Year 3: 95.34%

Year 4: 94.83%

Year 5: 95.50%

Year 6: 90.51%

Target: 96%

Marish Willow 

Last month’s 100% 
attendance reward 

was Muffin
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Timings of the School Day from September

Soft start is from 8:15am to 8:30am for all year groups except Nursery.

SEN Unit:
Nursery:
Nursery full time (Marish)
Reception:
Year 1 and Year 2:
Year 3 and Year 4:
Year 5 and Year 6:

Doors open 8:15am to 8:45am and then at 3:00pm 
8:00 – 11:00am and 12:00pm – 3:00pm 
8:00am – 3:00pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:25pm
8:30am – 3:25pm

Fees for Breakfast club and Meerkats

Ensure that you drop the children off at the designated entrance and do not 
leave them unsupervised on the school grounds.

Full time only sessions, £2, parents still need to order and pay for school dinner in addition 
to this.
If you would like your child to attend Breakfast club or Meerkats you will need to apply for a 
space.  For more information or an application form, enquire at the school office.

Please note, there is a different payment schedule for Pupil Premium/ Free School Meal 
pupils. Please contact the office before applying.

All pupils must be booked in advance otherwise they will not be allowed to attend.  If your 
child attends Meerkats without a booking they will be charged the late fee.  If your child 
attends Breakfast club without booking they will not be allowed to attend. Bookings close at 
7am.  Please book a week in advance.

Please make sure you drop your child(ren) in the morning and collect them in the afternoon 
from the reception area so they can be signed in and out.

Meerkats Before 4pm After 4pm

£2 £5

Breakfast Club £1 per day -

Late collection £5 per 15 minutes -
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School Uniform

Our Trust school uniform consists of: 

• Red/Green sweatshirt or cardigan (Red for Marish and Green for Willow) 

• Navy blue trousers, shorts or skirt

• White shirt or polo shirt

• Black smart shoes (no boots, high heels or platforms)

• Nursery – the above with grey or black jogging bottoms

• PE Kit – red plain round neck T-shirt, black shorts or jogging bottoms

• A plain black tracksuit to wear over the PE kit for outdoor lessons in cold weather. 

Trainers/plimsolls will work for outside lessons

• Swimming is a part of the Year 4 curriculum and pupils are expected to have appropriate swim 

wear with a swimming hat

All items of clothing must be clearly labelled with the child’s name.
The only jewellery allowed is one small stud in each ear, a watch and that which is a specific 

religious requirement. These must all be removed for PE. The child must take full responsibility for 
looking after these items. the school will accept no responsibility for their loss or damage.
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