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Dear Parents & Carers,

Welcome back to Marish Academy Trust. I

hope you have all had a restful half term break

and are ready to partake in a productive and

purposeful Spring half term! There are lots of

great things to look forward to this Spring;

Netball and football tournaments, trips to

Message from the 
Senior Leadership Team

London to visit museums; and of course the fun-filled annual

World Book Day celebrations!

All of this is made even more joyous with the wonderful signs of

the coming spring evident all around us. I’m sure you’ll agree that

it’s been a delight to see an end to the long, dark days, giving way

to brighter ones.

With only 6 weeks in this half term, let’s make the most of all the

opportunities that come our way!

Miss Dowe-Charlemagne
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One of year 3’s activities for Resilience Building Day focused on the artist 
Lisa Fittapaldi, who was diagnosed as having ‘vasculitis’ (a genetic 
disorder) and lost her sight in 1993. The images in her mind’s eye became 
clearer as her sight diminished. “Now, by hearing or experiencing 
something, I can picture it in my head and paint it”.

The children discussed how Lisa Fittipaldi is different from them. Talking 
about resilience, determination and a positive mind set, the children then 
set about their task. 
Without being able to see any of the objects and only using their sense of 
touch, they sketched three different objects, adding detail through 
shading and texture. Didn't they do well!
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The children in the 
SEN unit enjoyed 
their cooking 
activity. They 
sampled the 
ingredients, 
chopping and mixing 
them together.

The children enjoyed 
a visit from the 
charity, Cats 
Protection. They 
learned about cat 
welfare and cat 
behaviour and then 
produced some 
amazing drawings.
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Willow and Marish children enjoyed a fun Wrestling Event. 
They showed some great moves.

WRESTLING EVENT
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Children from Willow and Marish took part in a Primary 
Panathlon multi-sport event with other schools.
They took part in 10 activities and Willow brought home a 
framed certificate and trophy for finishing third. Well 
done!

Primary Panathlon Multi-Sport event
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The long awaited final of the Willow Interclass Football tournament 
resulted in a win for 6O.  Congratulations!
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The Eco Team met to discuss how the 
schools can save money and energy.  They 
designed posters to remind everyone of 
how they can help.
Some of their ideas are :

• Turning lights off when we don't need 
them

• Turning monitors off when the 
computers are not being used.

• Closing doors
• Turning taps off properly
• Recycling paper
• Keeping our school environment clean
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Our reception children have had the opportunity to explore the 
natural world around them and describe what they see, hear, 
and feel. To bring this to life inside, the classrooms have become 
garden centres. How exciting!

Year 4 have been 
learning all about 
landforms and they 
have identified the 
key characteristic of 
a waterfall. Here are 
some examples of 
their great work!
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This year, 2024, Marish and Willow schools are going to be trialling a two week half 
term in October. We have decided to do this because last autumn term 2023, our 
schools experienced the worst staff and pupil attendance levels for ten years in 
November..

Many other schools have moved to a two week October half term and this seems to 
have a positive effect on attendance both for pupils and staff. To make up the extra 
time, from September, we will be adding 15 minutes to the end of our school day for 
all pupils. More information on specific timings will follow in the summer term.

We really must do anything we can to improve attendance and this strategy has 
worked in other communities. After the trial next autumn we will feedback the 
attendance results and make a decision about whether we do this permanently. To 
assist working parents, holiday club will be run in both weeks.

Any change comes with challenges, but also brings opportunities if we are only 
prepared to look for the positives and embrace them.

Mrs Denham and Miss Court

Term dates 2024-25

Autumn 1 2024 (34 days)

Inset day Monday 2nd September (STAFF ONLY)

Term starts: Tuesday 3rd September 2024

Term ends: Friday 18th October 2024

Half term: Monday 21st October 2024 to Friday 1st November 2024 inclusive

(Please note that we will be trialling a two week half term.)

Autumn 2 2024 (35 days)

Term starts: Monday 4th November 2024

Term ends: Friday 20th December 2024

Christmas Holidays: Monday 23rd December 2024 to Friday 3rd January 2025 inclusive
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Spring 1 2025 (30 days)

Inset day: Monday 6th January (STAFF ONLY)

Term starts: Tuesday 7th January 2025

Term ends: Friday 14th February 2025 

Half term: Monday 17th February 2025 to Friday 21st February 2025 inclusive

Spring 2 2025 (30 days)

Term starts: Monday 24th February 2025

Term ends: Friday 4th April 2025 

Easter Holidays: Monday 7th April 2025 to Monday 21st April 2025, inclusive. 

(Good Friday 18th April 2025, Easter Monday 21st April 2025)

Summer 1 2025 (22 days)

Term starts: Tuesday 22nd April 2025

Term ends: Thursday 22nd May 2025 

Inset day Friday 23rd May (STAFF ONLY)

Half term: Friday 23rd 2025 to Friday 30th May 2025 inclusive

Summer 2 2025 (35 days)

Term starts: Monday 2nd June 2025

Term ends: Friday 18th July 2025 

Inset day Monday 21st July 2025 and Tuesday 22nd July 2025 

Summer holidays: Monday 21st July 2025 to Friday 29th August 2025

Year 6 children will finish term at Marish/Willow school on Friday 11th July 2024 to facilitate 
our annual transition project, for all other year groups. They will be able to complete extra 
sessions at Saturday school to make up their annual hours, prior to SATS in May 2024
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Date Session Staff Lead Venue

05/03/24
Reading 

Workshop
Reading team

4:30pm
Year 6 classroom

06/03/24
Reading 

Workshop
Reading team

4:30pm
Year 5 classroom

25/03/24
Phonics 

Workshop
Mrs Imtiaz Main Hall at 8:45am

27/03/24
Phonics 

Workshop
Miss Stroud and

Mrs Imtiaz
Main Hall at 2:00pm

All parents are welcome and pupils may also attend.  There is no 
need to reserve a place.
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Activities to keep fit at home

Exercise: Captain America's hero training

Where to play? outdoors

How to play

1. Mark out a course with a start and finish line, and grab a

stopwatch.

2. Take turns to race around the track. But you cannot just run –

you have to spin like Captain America's shield!

3. See who can do it fastest! Try doing 5 laps first, then 10, then

15.

4. Once you have a winner, start again, but this time try hopping,

skipping, leaping sideways… the choice is yours, Avenger!
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Red peppers with tomatoes, mozzarella & pesto
Time to prepare: 30 minutes 
Time to cook: 60 minutes

Ingredients
• 6 medium red peppers cut in half, (including

through the stalk), cored and deseeded
• 6 large tomatoes which are soaked in a bowl

of boiling water until the skin loosens and can
be peeled off. Quartered and cored

• 12 teaspoons good quality pesto sauce
• Olive oil for greasing tin
• 1 packet grated mozzarella
• Fresh basil leaves or similar salad leaves
• Crusty bread to serve with

Method:

1. First, put the tomatoes into a bowl of boiling water. Leave for 15 – 20 minutes.
2. Preheat the oven to 150 degrees centigrade and line a shallow roasting tin with

foil. Oil the surface of the foil with olive oil.
3. Place the halved peppers on top of the greased, foiled tin and then peel and

quarter the tomatoes, removing any hard core.
4. Put two quarters of tomato into each pepper half and add a teaspoon of pesto

to each one.
5. Sprinkle the tomatoes with a liberal handful of mozzarella so the peppers are

filled.
6. Season with salt and pepper, place on the top shelf of your preheated oven and

cook for 60 minutes.
7. Serve immediately on a slice of fresh crusty bread, with salad leaves and a fresh

basil leaf piece on top.
Variations:
If you don't like cheese, add pine nuts or anchovies or sliced courgette instead
with a drop of olive oil on top.
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Mar 2024

Reception: 89.46%

Year 1: 94.38%

Year 2: 90.04%

Year 3: 93.63%

Year 4: 92.64% 

Year 5: 93.37%

Year 6: 93.87%

Target: 96%

Mar 2024

Reception: 97.50%

Year 1: 92.98%

Year 2: 97.33%

Year 3: 90.51%

Year 4: 98.64%

Year 5: 94.83%

Year 6: 92.67%

Target: 96%

Marish Willow 

Last month’s 
100% attendance

reward was a 
muffin! 
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Timings of the School Day

Soft start is from 8:15am for all year groups.

SEN Unit:
Nursery:
Nursery full time (Marish)
Reception:
Year 1 and Year 2:
Year 3 and Year 4:
Year 5 and Year 6:

Doors open from 8:15am to 8:45am and then at 3:00pm 
8:00 – 11:00am and 12:00pm – 3:00pm 
8:30am – 2:30pm 
8:30am – 3:00pm 
8:30am – 3:00pm 
8:30am – 3:10pm
8:30am – 3:10pm

School Grounds

Please do not bring bikes or scooters of any kind onto the school grounds at any time. Dogs are 
not allowed on site. 

Water Bottles 

Children should bring a water bottle, which has their name clearly marked on it, every day.

No Peanuts 

Please do not bring nuts of any kind. We are a nut free school. 

Lost Property 

The lost property box in the playground is emptied weekly.  Please check for any items that your 
child has lost. Unclaimed items will be taken to charity.

PE Kit

Please ensure your child comes to school wearing their PE kit on the days they have PE.
PE Kit consists of T shirt, shorts, joggers/tracksuit bottoms, jumper and trainers.
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