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Dear Parents and Carers,

This March every child received a coloured letter related to their attendance over the
first half of the academic year to bring home to their parents. Schools are required to
inform parents of their child's overall attendance at regular intervals and here at
Marish Academy Trust, we need to take drastic action to address a significant decline in
overall attendance, since the pandemic. Whilst attendance has dropped considerably
nationwide, Slough has one of the highest rates of school absence nationally. At Marish
and Willow, this year around 20% of children are falling into the persistent absence
category with attendance below 90%.

To put this into perspective, high levels of absence from school adversely affect a
child's outcomes throughout life. Research proves that a primary child who misses
more than ten percent of their schooling (approximately one day a fortnight), will not
be able to make the most of their opportunities and is likely to fall behind their peers
considerably before the end of primary school. This trend continues into secondary
school and into working life, potentially affecting all aspects of achievement and well
being, including most notably self esteem and health including mental health.

We know too, that Covid continues to impact on health and for many of us, our
immune systems are less resistant to bugs than they were prior to the pandemic.
Therefore it is more important than ever that your child attends school every day that
they are well enough to do so. No days off for birthdays, holidays or just a sniffle or a
cough, because before you know it, your child may become a persistent absentee.
Slough Local Authority are beginning to challenge parents about high rates of absence.
Parents could be at risk of prosecution, which includes fining and suing parents for
neglect if absence is not authorised, follows a pattern, or is excessive. It is in everyone's
interests if we work together as schools and parents to reduce absence and secure a
brighter future for all our children.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Mrs Denham and Miss Court

Message from Mrs Denham
& Miss Court
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The pupils and staff celebrated the Red 
Nose Day in style and our school was 

decked out in red to support comic relief. 
The children looked great with their red 

noses and superhero costumes to support 
this great cause.

Let's make a difference and change lives! 
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Year 5 Mini-Enterprise Day

Year 5 have been 
getting hands-on 
with their pizza-
making skills for 
their mini-
enterprise project 
in D&T. This term 
they have planned, 
designed and 
carried out market 
research for their 
pizza packaging 
and pizza toppings. 
They even 
managed to sell 
their pizzas at 50p 
a slice! 🍕
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World Down Syndrome Day

The staff & pupils showed their support by proudly wearing odd socks to 
promote acceptance and raise awareness. Mrs Mac also joined in by wearing 
her tutu! The theme for this year's World Down Syndrome Day is 'With Us 
Not For Us' and we are clear, people with Down syndrome and intellectual 
disabilities have a right to make their own decisions.
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Year 5 Elizabethan Workshop
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Athlete Visit

The children are very excited to welcome the
athletes to our schools.
Please remember to give your child's sponsor
money to the class teacher.

Thank you very much for your support.

Year 6 Easter Cracked

Year 6 visited Langley Free Church where they
took part in an Easter Cracked workshop.
They learned about the Easter story and ways
that Christians and others celebrate Easter.
They had fun participating in a number of
quizzes and activities, completed an activity
booklet and also witnessed what a baptism
for an adult would look like.
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Resilience Building Day
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Donating food can make a real difference to the lives of people who are 
struggling to meet their basic needs.

Recently Marish Academy Trust children showed their compassion by 
donating food items to the Windsor Foodshare.
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The children enjoyed a visit from ZooLab UK. They had fun learning how to
gently hold the animals🐍🐌. The children learnt lots of facts and
information about the animals and insects, eagerly asking questions to
enhance their learning.
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Hi I am Evie! I am Willow Primary
School’s Education Mental Health
Practitioner (EMHPs) in the Mental
Health Support Team (MHST) in Slough.

It was lovely meeting some of you at the
last parent’s evening. I will be working
with Willow Primary to promote student
and staff wellbeing and improve access
to mental health support. We can
support students at Willow Primary with
emerging, mild to moderate mental
health difficulties which may be affecting
their day-to-day life.

We can help children and young people
with:
a. Managing worries/anxiety
b. Low mood/depression
c. Problem Solving
d. Difficulties with Emotions
e. Sleep Hygiene

If you would like to make a referral for
your child please speak to your child’s
class teacher or contact Mrs Howe or Ms
Boatswain via Willow’s main office.

I look forward to working with you!
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March 2023

Reception: 90.93%

Year 1: 92.91%

Year 2: 94.06%

Year 3: 94.55%

Year 4: 93.10% 

Year 5: 93.92%

Year 6: 96%

Target: 96%

March 2023

Reception: 94.14%

Year 1: 94.75%

Year 2: 96.33%

Year 3: 93.33%

Year 4: 97.21%

Year 5: 95.67%

Year 6: 93.50%

Target: 96%

Marish Willow 

EVERY DAY 

COUNTS

Student success 

starts with 

attendance
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Timings of the school day

Soft start is from 8am for all year groups.

Resource Base:
Nursery:
Reception:
Year 1 and Year 2:
Year 3 and Year 4:
Year 5 and Year 6:

Doors open from 8.15am to 8.45am and then at 3.00pm 
8.00 - 11.00am and 12.00pm - 3.00pm 
8.30am - 2.45pm 
8.20am - 2.50pm 
8.20am - 2.55pm 
8.20am - 3pm

School Grounds

Please do not bring bikes or scooters of any kind onto the school grounds at any time. Dogs are 
not allowed on site. 

Water Bottles 

Children should bring in a water bottle every day, with their name clearly labelled on the bottle. 

No Peanuts 

Please do not bring nuts of any kind. We are a nut free school. 

Lost Property 

The lost property box in the playground is emptied weekly.  Please check for any items that your 
child may have lost. Unclaimed items will be taken to charity.

PE Kit

Please ensure your child comes to school wearing their PE kit on the days they have PE.
PE Kit consists of T shirt, shorts, joggers/tracksuit bottoms, jumper and trainers.
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Available at

Langley Leisure Centre, 

Parlaunt Road, Langley


