At Notional Online Sufaty, we bulisve In armpowering parents, corers and trusted odults with the information o hold on informed conversation obout onilne sofuty with thair chiidesn, should they
foel It ks neaded. This guide focuses on one of many opps which wo bellove trusted oduits should ba aware of. Floasa visht www.natlonalonlinesatety.com for furthor guldes, hints and tips tor adults.
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Wink is a messaging app which allows children to connect ond communicate with
other users. In a similar style to Tinder, Wink uses the swipe method for browsing
profiles and accepting or declining them. Once two users have accepted each other by
swiping on one another's profile, they can then communicate and play games online
together. The fact that Wink allows children to share photos, personal information
and their location with other users has caused significant concern,

wink oceounts can't be maode private —
%0 when o young person uplnqﬂs imoges
and shares thair social med
ugernames, it's sazier for p-ntmtiﬂl
groomars to stalk and locate them
online. The lact that children prioritise
having an abundance of friends is also a
CONCErn: thEvr re more llkely to accept
samecne just to build their friend
count — possibly including users
with ginizber intentione. KT
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CYBERBULLYING

Belng anonymoue online provides aome
users with an incentive to bully others
through toxic private conversations.
Anonymous bullies can send hurtful
MAssages of pressure young paopla into
sending inappropriate eontent. Being o
victim of cybarbullying can result in

- children becoming depressed and

Many young peopls don't consldar j
. privacy when they choose bo share their f,
gocial media usernames on their Wink

prafile. This allows other pe ?Ie to ;
connect with them on multip & platferms, |
strengthening their online presence and
reputatien. 5ome children pclat photos
which reveal azpects of Inelr erganal
Illa to othar usars — showi ir house,

I gchool, frlends and h:lmihr ar InBI‘.unc&
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Mun 1‘|:|ul|:|r maum:lb? n?t apps contaln S
eaturing profanity, nude ¢|' \cpémm
a.ﬂmi—nuda photos and usars opse ‘W
losking lor a “wiley™” or “hook up u"' TJ!!H
can send messages unnrr'_rmuulhr, which
engenders a senze of an
freedom. Children often engoge
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Inappropriate hahm'ln-Lr mare wlllrngtl'y'
when it's anonymous, even i it's not

sart of thing they would taka partin
normeliy.
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DO YOUR RESEARCH

“ruu do dﬂ:ldl-w-ulwr ]‘lll.ll’ child to have a
k account = nd that they alread
have one - it's vl lot:ulle w them about

to use the app m'm‘ hi

themselves safe. Iso consider

ax| hlc;r.:. umw himmlny lﬂmlllur
unmnudqf as there are ettings

or parental controls that can be hln place.
OFFER YOUR SUPPORT Q
While it's not to talk o 2 -
Ecpies ::ir.""::’"" T

sending or rrl-l:l to feal

that they can ubwt it without

Ilynur :!I“ﬂ recelves u-l'l":ll?l: L H'nt.:ngﬁt

moumlunu they
raport them to the app.

BE WARY OF SHARING

It's Important that child etaye aware
af u.mut they're sharing online. Remind
tham about the im a of not posting
ﬁar:nnﬂ.l Information like their full name ar
hich schoal tmv go to, Many users share
their other soclal media account datails on
Wink to build their friend count, but we waould
recommaend advising your child not to give
atrnngarl multlple ovenues to :nrm:u:t ham

DISCUSS LOSS OF OWNERSHIP

It's essentiol that young people understand
that once content mnnlhl,m- zendar no

hie oo i ....,,..'.r.n-.::t.? I
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showing low self-esteem, If your child iz
a:mll:rlt theee slgns, It's time to step In.

EXCESSIVE SCREEN TIME £,

Wink encourages repeoted engagement
through signing in daily, making
connections, building up o message
‘streak’ and pLI:IIn:I sharing stories, The
reward is ﬁ . which allow users to
connect with more people, play games
and mdit their Hl‘oﬂli bac rvuun . This
can lead to children spen

‘ excessive armount af .n:reeh rn-e an the
app, which of course can ba detrimental

e I‘n!ll‘ health.

BALANCE SCREEN TIME

.-. . ﬂ:‘lhﬂntﬁlﬂ rd’llld about
e ;i - '“r . >
-wﬂutvltur:l:nu:h Hm- d;l?llir;l!-k?ppc iz

it healthy? Iz it affectin tzﬂr alfline

ralat ips with peopla? Illlln'lpdl:t'l thair

mood? If ﬂ.. you :nu some activitles
you can do mrm ren't so reliont on
dlglui mhnu

BE CAUTIOUS OF NEW CONTACTS

Remind your child that not everyone Dnlhl is
whao th hrny are, and Eome users h
hurmﬂ.lﬁnhnﬁu 5. If someone on Wink II ullﬂny @
tham lots of uestlons or su
meeting upifl-rroul life, these are defi rl-u /’”—'\
I'lugl. Encourage your ‘child to ask for halp if A
‘re unsure about o particular e
a block n:ruur

II ', the app
child shouldn’t be nlrulll to use !

@ www.nationalonfinesafety.com
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Usars of this guide do so at their own discretion. No Hability is enteced into. Current as of the dote of releoss: 16.02.2022



